ountry  Christians 


As  Southern  Baptists'  first  simultaneous  witnessing  effort 
passes  the  halfway  point,  the  SBC  Home  Mission  Board’s 
vice-president  for  evangelism  is  encouraging  partcipants  to 
keep  sharing  their  faith  with  a  lost  world.  Darrell  Robinson 
said  he  often  shares  the  gospel  20  times  before  one  person  is 
led  to  the  Lord,  and  he  urged  participants  not  to  get  discour¬ 
aged  if  people  are  not  responding  to  the  message.  “People’s 
response  to  the  gospel  is  a  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  can’t„ 
determine  that,  hut  we  can  be  a  faithful  witness,”  he  said. 

“Here’s  Hope.  Share  Jesus  Now." 
began  Jan.  9  with  participants  com- 
SSSSSSSS^Sm  mi,tcd  to  witness  to  at  least  one 
non-Christian  each  day.  For  more 
iT. :  V* information,  contact  the  Evange- 
— mm*  lism  Department  of  the  Mississippi 

Baptist  Convention  Board  at  (601) 
968-3800,  or  toll-free  (800)  748- 
1631. 


Can  Christianity  and  country  music  mix?  Gene  Higgins  of 
Nashville,  founder  and  president  of  the  Christian  Country 
Music  Association,  thinks  so.  “There  is  something  different  in 
the  air  about  this  Christian  country  music.  It's  a  uniting 
music...  a  family  music,”  said  the  son  of  a  Southern  Baptist 
preacher.  Don  Evans  of  radio  station  KPBC  in  Dallas  believes 
country  music’s  appeal  lends  itself  to  Christian  ministry.  “It’s 
just  soulful.  The  pure  gospel  message  just  goes  right  to  the 
marrow  of  the  bone,”  Evans  explained.  There  are  as  many  as 
100  Christian  coiintry  radio  stations  in  the  U.S.,  according  to 
Todd  Chapman  of  the  industry  trade  journal  The  CCM 
Update.  “It’s  almost  like  a  mission  movement.  They  really 
see  this  as  a  style  of  music  that  can  reach  a  lot  of  people,"  he 
said.  Higgins  keeps  an  eye  on  up-and-coming  country  music 
artists.  “At  one  time  Conway  Twitty  was  a  youth  director  in  a 
church,  and  Willie  Nelson  was  a  Sunday  School  teacher.  We 
have  let  some  good  soldiers  get  away.  Now...  hopefully,  (they) 
will  stay  at  home,"  he  said. 


Colonial  Hills  Church  in  Southaven  presents  "America, 
You’re  Too  Young  to  Die,”  a  75-minute  multimedia  produc¬ 
tion  by  Life  Action  Singers  designed  to  awaken  Christians  to 
moral  dangers  faced  by  the  country. 


W APT -TV  in  Jackson  is  chosen  for  the  national  premiere 
broadcast  of  “Explain  Me  a  Missionary,"  an  SBC  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  production  that  tracks  the  life  and  ministry  of 
home  missionaries  in  the  Held. 


Blue  Mountain  College’s  YWA  group  sets  a  new  record  of 
$497.72  raised  for  foreign  missions  —  in  addition  to  $91 
given  during  a  special  offering  for  the  blind  girls'  school  in 
Canton,  China. 
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Focus  on  unevangelized  women,  say  Baptist  leaders 


MADRAS,  India  (BP)  —  Since 
more  than  55%  of  the  world’s  2.6 
billion  women  live  in  Asia,  any 
efforts  to  reach  the  unevangelized 
in  Asia  must  include  womea 

At  the  “Baptist  International 
Conference  on  Unevangelized 
People,”  Jan.  16-19  in  Madras, 
India,  Baptist  women  leaders 
described  some  of  the  desperate 
conditions  in  which  women  in 
Asia  live  —  and  ways  in  which 
their  lives  are  being  changed  by 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Former  prostitutes  in  Thailand, 
where  prostitution  has  been  called 
“a  national  pastime,”  are  now 
finding  hope  in  Jesus  Christ  at  the 
New  Life  Center. 


Lauran  Bethell,  American  Bap¬ 
tist  Churches  missionary  to  Thai¬ 
land,  started  the  center  which 
ministers  to  young  hill  tribe 
women  in  northern  Thailand  at 
risk  of  being  tricked  or  sold  into 
prostitution  or  who  formerly  were 
prostitutes. 

Most  of  these  girls  choose  or 
are  forced  into  prostitution  in  the 
cities  to  help  their  families  back  in 
their  villages. 

At  the  New  Life  Center,  the 
young  women  are  taught  skills  to 
help  them  find  jobs  other  than 
prostitution. 

While  the  center  does  not 
require  the  women  to  be  Chris¬ 
tians  to  receive  help,  “98%  of 


GOOD  MORNING,  VIETNAM  —  The  congregation  of  Grace  Baptist 
Church  includes  all  ages  and  sexes  at  its  Sunday  morning  service.  It 
begins  at  6:30  a.m.,  but  by  the  time  the  first  hymn  is  sung,  every  pew  is 
packed  and  extra  chairs  fill  the  aisles  and  front  patio  of  the  church  in  Ho 
Chi  Minh  City  (formerly  Saigon),  Vietnam.  Church  members  could  not  do 
street  preaching  or  hold  outside  services  at  the  time  this  photo  was  taken 
in  1994,  but  at  least  they  could  worship  unimpeded  in  the  communist 
nation.  (BP  photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 


those  who  come  participate  in  our 
Bible  studies,”  Bethell  said. 

Sometimes  the  parents  of  non- 
Christian  resident  students  have 
told  them  they  would  not  be  upset 
if  the  girls  became  Christians 
because  “‘our  religions  are  not 
working  for  us  anymore.  If  you 
become  a  Christian,  come  back 
and  teach  us  about  it.’  And  they 
have,”  Bethell  recounted. 

“When  we  first  opened  the  cen¬ 
ter,  people  asked  me  why  we  were 
spending  so  much  time  and  energy 
working  with  ‘those  girls,’” 
Bethell  said.  “Luke  4:18  was  the 
verse  that  guided  us,  when  Jesus 
said,  ‘He  has  appointed  me  to 
preach  good  news  to  the  poor...  to 
release  the  oppressed.  ’ 

.“The  girls  we  sought  to  serve 
had  no  choices  for  their  lives  and 
were  in  the  gravest  danger  of 
experiencing  the  worst  possible 
things,”  Bethell  said. 

The  greatest  “unreached  peo¬ 
ples  group  that  the  church  could 
minister  to  might  just  be  those  in 
our  midst  whom  we  ignore 
because  of  their  low  status  or 
because  vye  ourselves  are  wearing 
cultural  blinders,”  said  Bethell. 

“There  is  no  doubt  that  women 
and  children  in  most  societies  suf¬ 
fer  the  most  from  situations  of 
abuse  and  exploitation,  primarily 
because  of  their  low  status  roles 
within  the  culture,”  Bethell  said. 

Bethell  spoke  about  the  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  to  women  and  asked, 
“Do  we  attach  the  same  priority 
that  Jesus  did  to  ministering  to 
those  who  are  of  the  lowest  status 
in  our  societies?” 

Bethell  pleaded  with  those  pre¬ 
sent  to  “pray  how  you  might  be 
used  of  God  to  help  women  and 
children  out  of  their  perilous  situa¬ 
tion.”  Several  Indian  Baptist  lead¬ 


S HARING  THE  GOOD  NEWS  —  More  than  56,000  people  professed 
faith  in  Christ  during  the  1990  Kenya  Coastal  Crusade,  which  involved  538 
volunteers  (like  the  woman  shown  above  with  a  Kenyan  national)  over  a 
four-week  period.  Organizers  hope  tbe  1995  Greater  Nairobi  Crusade,  set 
for  June  13-July  17  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  will  result  in  75,000  new  Christians. 
Baptist  women  leaders  hope  there  will  be  a  renewed  focus  on  evangelizing 
women  in  third  world  countries  such  as  Kenya.  (BP  file  photo  by  Charles 
Ledford) 


ers  also  described  ministries  to 
women  that  included  vocational 
training  for  prostitutes,  a  slum 
ministry,  and  literacy  programs. 

“Prayer  is  tbe  most  important 
thing  for  reaching  women  in 
Asia,”  said  Young  Shim  Chang, 
president  of  the  Baptist  Women  of 
Asia. 

Chang  said  there  has  been  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  lives  of 
women  in  Asia,  but  she  urged 
Baptist  leaders  to  continue  work¬ 
ing  for  the  betterment  of  women 
and  to  evangelize  them. 

Underscoring  the  role  of  evan¬ 
gelizing  women  in  Korea,  Chang 


said  she  and  77  people  in  her  fam¬ 
ily  are  now  Christians,  stemming 
from  her  mother-in-law’s  accep¬ 
tance  of  Jesus  as  her  Savior 

Chang  told  how  Korean  women 
were  reaching  out  to  the 
unreached  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  describing  a  time  of  prayer 
in  her  home  with  two  women  from 
Kyrgyzstan  who  had  become 
Christians  after  a  Korean  medical 
team  visited  there. 

“Before  we  prayed  I  asked 
them  to  sing  a  song,  and  they  did 
not  know  one  single  song,”  Chang 
said.  “I  taught  them  the  first  song  I 
learned  as  a  Christian.” 


Editor’s  Noteb6ok__==„., 

Christians  in  dispute 


GOME  ON,  CHARLIE .  TAKE  IT 
UKE  A  MAN.  BLAME  IT  ON 
SOMEBOPV." 


We  are  not  made  perfect  when  to  see  things  from  other  people’s  written  a  booklet,  “A  Uniform 
we  become  Christians.  Disagree-  viewpoint.  Most  churches  have  Method  of  Church  Leadership” 
ments  can  form,  first  like  a  small  evolved  into  some  type  of  prob-  that  should  be  in  everv  church.  He 
cloud,  and  if  agreement  is  not  lem-solving  technique  through  the  observes  that  churches  need  an 
reached,  they  can  develop  into  years.  administrative  procedure  to  assist 

storms.  They  can  hinder  the  fel-  Marlin  E.  Thomas,  in  Resolv-  them  in  carrying  out  the  task  in 
lowship,  stifle  praying,  thwart  the  ing  Disputes  in  Christian  the  most  constructive  way.  This 
purpose  of-  the  church,  and  make  Groups  (Windflower  Communi-  can  be  done  and  the  warm  rela- 
for  miserable  business  meetings.  cations),  mentions  various  styles  tionship  of  the  church  can  be  sal- 

Even  the  great  church  at  Philip-  of  dealing  with  disputes.  There  vaged.  The  pyramid  concept  of 
pi  had  problems.  Two  fine  Christ-  are  the  avoidance,  accommoda-  leadership  (from  the  top  down)  is 
tan  women,  Euodia  and  Syntyche,  tion,  competitive,  compromise,  to  be  rejected  in  favor  of  the  con- 
had  a  disagreement.  It  was  serious,  and  collaboration  styles  of  dealing  centric  circles  with  solid  ideas  rip- 
or  Paul  would  not  have  mentioned  with  our  problems.  Thomas  also  pling  outward  to  the  last  circle, 
it.  They  had  “labored”  side  by  side  points  out  the  leadership  style  as  If  a  Euodia-Syntyche  scrap  or  a 
with  the  apostle.  The  two  women  being  charismatic,  collaborative,  Bill-Joe  disagreement  is  damag- 
were  among  the  first  Christian  autocratic,  and  the  eldership  ing  the  fellowship  of  your  church, 
converts,  and  suddenly  here  was  a  styles.  All  of  these  are  worth  oon-  we  need  to  seek  a  biblical  plan  to 
rift  in  the  church  (Phil.  4:2).  Paul  sidering  when  dealing  with  vari-  deal  with  it.  Your  association 
pleads,  implores,  begs  them  “to  be  ous  types  of  personalities.  director  of  missions  and  the  Bap- 

of  the  same  mind  in  the  Lord.”  Settling  the  dispute  is  essential  tist  Building  staff  have  some 
Perhaps  the  women  had  leadership  for  the.  spiritual  health  of  the  materials  that  will  help  a  church 
responsibilities...  whatever  it  was,  church.  Tension  and  pain  will  in  dealing  with  church  disagree- 
Paul  felt  that  he  had  to  address  it.  weaken  the  church  if  the  problems  ments. 

A  daily  dose  of  1  Corinthians  13  remain  unsolved.  “Be  of  the  same  Legal  settlement  will  not  bring 
should  be  required  for  all  of  us.  mind  in  the  Lord”  means  thinking  the  needed  reconciliation  any 
Living  together  in  love  and  bar-  together  the  same  thoughts.  more  than  a  legal  settlement  can 

mony  should  be  the  hallmark  of  Bill  Causey,  executive  direc-  pay  our  sin  debt  Christ  has  some- 
the  church.  Never  act  from  impure  tor-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  thing  far  better.  James  called  it  the 
motives,  personal  vanity,  and  learn  Baptist  Convention  Board,  has  royal  law. 

Guest  Opinion ... 

Southern  Baptists:  a  trusting  people? 

By  Roy  L.  Honeycutt 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Trust  church  and  its  expression  as  em  Baptist  trust.  Although  provid- 
rests  at  the  heart  of  Every  relation-  churches,  trust  one  another?  ing  funds  for  missions  and  min- 

ship,  human  and  divine.  The  Bible  Historically,  Southern  Baptists  istry,  the  Cooperative  Program 
consistently  affirms  the  reality  of  have  been  a  trusting  people.  Mutu-  was  always  more  than  an  effective 
God’s  trust  in  humanity.  From  al  confidence  in  one  another  fund-raising  mechanism.  Rather,  it 
Genesis  through  Revelation,  the  enabled  us  to  achieve  worthy  enabled  believers  to  cooperate  as 
Lord  trusts  individuals  to  choose  kingdom  goals.  International  mis-  trusting  persons  committed  to  a 
good  or  evil,  life  or  death,  good-  sions  shared  the  gospel  with  the  mission  larger  than  individual  or 
ness  or  perversity.  The  Lord  world  rather  than  a  region.  We  congregational  self-interest 
refuses  to  clutch  us  as  pup-  ^  As  James  L.  Sullivan  once 

pets  on  strings  or  to  prede-  wrote,  the  Cooperative  Pro- 

termine  by  divine  decree  in  gram  is  a  “rope  of  sand.”  Indi- 

the  halls  of  eternity  our  des-  ^SOUmGfn  BOpflSTS  vidual  grains  flowed  together 

tiny  for  salvation.  through  trust,  overcoming 

He  remains  the  trusting  forces  which  might  have 

God,  running  the  risk  of  per-  moved  us  away  from  one 

sons  making  wrong  choices.  Yet  trusted  Foreign  Mission  Board  another.  Just  as  quickly  and  easily. 


The  Fragment! 


Warfare 


The  year  was  1974,  and  it  was  ca.  We  need  to  pray  for  our  Bap- 
near  midnight  in  Manila.  My  tele-  tist  Student  Union  directors  and 
phone  rang,  and  the  Filipino  youth  other  counselors  on  college  cam- 
on  the  other  end  of  the  line  said,  puses.  There  are  many  battles 
“Pastor,  I  have  a  knife  pressed  to  being  fought  by  our  students,  and 
my  chest.  What  do  you  have  to  say  they  have  much  to  remember  and 
to  me?”  much  to  decide. 

I  talked  for  30  minutes  on  the  As  Rimbaud  said,  “Spiritual 
value  of  life.  Whether  or  not  he  warfare  is  just  as  brutal  as  human 
took  his  life  is  unknown,  but  there  warfare.” 
was  nothing  about  a  suicide  in  the  The  best  thing  to  keep  in  mind 
paper  the  next  day.  is  this:  “Casting  all  your  care  upon 

In  1992,  5,000  college-age  stu-  him;  for  he  careth  for  you’f  ( 1 
dents  committed  suicide  in  Amen-  Peter  5:7).  —  GH 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  Grady  Collins,  Philadelphia, 
Robert  Seif,  Brookhaven;  David  Raddin,  Yazoo  City;  Charles 
Dunagin,  Summit;-  Carl  White,  Clarkadale;  Billie  Buckley.  Petal; 
Betty  Smith,  secretary. 

Poetmeeter:  Send  changes  of  addreea  to  The  BAPTIST  REC- 
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. Betty  Anne  Bailey 
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Nobles  suffers  stroke 


Former  Mississippi  College 
president  Lewis  Nobles  has 
apparently  suffered  a  stroke  while 
recovering  from  two  surgeries 
performed  at  a  San  Francisco 
hopital  after  he  allegedly  swal¬ 
lowed  poison  Jan.  26  when  FBI 
agents 
attempted 
to  arrest 
him. 

“Dr. 

Nobles 


was  very 
disorient¬ 
ed  and  his  | 
condition 
had  dete¬ 
riorated  Nrf. 

_  •  _  •  r  ’  PiODHfS 

signifi¬ 
cantly  from  yesterday.  The  doctor 
concluded...  that  Dr.  Nobles  had 
suffered  a  stroke,”  reported  Amy 
Whitten  of  Oxford,  one  of 
Noble’s  attorneys,  in  the  Feb.  17 
edition  of  The  Clarion-Ledger 
newspaper  in  Jackson. 

Nobles,  69,  has  been  in  the 
intensive  care  unit  of  St.  Francis 
Hospital  in  San  Francisco  since 
he  fled  to  a  hotel  in  that  city  just 
days  before  a  Jan.  26  pretrial 
hearing  in  Jackson. 

When  Nobles  didn’t  show  up 
for  the  hearing,  U.S.  District 
Judge  William  Barbour  declared 
him  a  fugitive  and  issued  a  bench 


warrant  for  his  arrest. 

He  is  accused  in  a  multi-count 
federal  indictment  of  using  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  donations 
intended  for  the  Baptist-affiliated 
college  in  Clinton  to  commit  mail 
fraud,  wire  fraud,  income  tax  eva¬ 
sion,  and  immoral  interstate  acts. 
His  trial  in  Jackson  was  to  begin 
Feb.  7. 

FBI  agents  took  only  13  hours 
to  track  him  from  Clinton  to 
Memphis  International  Aiiport 
and  ultimately  to  San  Francisco, 
where  Nobles  collapsed  in  his 
hotel  room  while  being  arrested. 

He  was  rushed  to  St.  Francis 
Hospital,  where  emergency 
stomach  surgery  was  performed 
because  he  allegedly  swallowed 
an  undisclosed  poison  when  FBI 
agents  knocked  on  his  hotel 
door.  Additional  surgery  was 
later  required  for  damage  to  his 
esophagus. 

Asked  about  widespread 
reports  that  Nobles  intended  to 
plead  guilty  to  at  least  some  of 
the  charges  against  him  during 
the  Jan.  26  pretrial  hearing,  U.S. 
Attorney  Brad  Pigott  of  Jackson 
said  as  a  matter  of  policy  he  nei¬ 
ther  confirms  nor  denies  ongoing 
plea  bargain  negotiations. 

In  other  developments.  Hinds 
County  Judge  L.  Breland  Hilbum 
on  Feb.  17  ordered  OmniBank  in 


Dellanna  O’Brien  will 


speak  at  WMU  meeting 


Mississippians  will  hear  Dellan¬ 
na  O’Brien,  executive  director  of 
Woman’s  Missionary  ynioo,  SBC, 
speak  at  each  of  the  three  sessions 
of  the  state  WMU  annual  meeting. 
The  gathering  will  be  held  March 
20-21  at  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupe¬ 
lo. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting  will 
be  “My  Heart  Growing...  In 
Prayer...  In  Giving...  In  Going.” 

O’Brien  will  develop  the  theme 
at  the  beginning  of  each  of  the  ses¬ 
sions.  A  Blue  Mountain  College 
BSU  group  will  provide  a  dramatic 
closing. 

Beginning  at  noon  on  Monday, 
those  attending  the  convention  will 
be  able  to  visit  various  displays, 
meet  foreign  missionaries,  and 
pick  up  material  concerning  disas¬ 
ter  relief;  Baptist  Nursing  Fellow¬ 
ship;  WMU  age  level  organiza¬ 
tions;  Second  Century  Fund; 
Vision  fund;  volunteers  for 
women’s  activities  in  Honduras, 
Alaska,  and  Venezuela;  and  AIDS 

The  Monday  afternoon  session, 
which  begins  with  presession 
music  at  1:43,  will  feature  Stuart 
Calvert  of  Ashland;  Ann  Hummert 
of  St.  Louis;  'Wilda  Fancher, 
prayer  coordinator,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB);  and  Guinevere  Young, 
Bangladesh. 

Monday  evening’s  program 
begins  at  6:15,  with  presession 
music  presented  by  an  ensemble  of 
Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen. 
Parents  of  Mississippi  home  and 
foreign  missionaries  will  be  recog¬ 


nized;  testimony  will  be  given  by 
Mrs.  M.C.  McDaniel  of  Clinton, 
followed  by  a  solo  by  her  son, 
f  retired  foreign 
missionary 
Major  Mc¬ 
Daniel.  David 
Micnei,  steward- 
ship  and  Coop¬ 
erative  Program 
director,  MBCB, 
and  James 
■  Young,  mission¬ 
ary  to  Bangla¬ 
desh,  will  also 


O’Brien 


speak. 

Tuesday  morning’s  session  will 
begin  at  9:13  with  presession 
music.  Featured  during  that  session 
will  be  speakers  Alvin  and  Mary 
Doyle,  Nigeria;  J.G  Prather,  home 
missionary  in  Lee  Association;  Bill 
Hmdy,  director  of  MBCB  partner¬ 
ship  missions;  the  WMU  report; 
special  muse  by  Becky  Bennett; 
and  massage  by  Diane  Pamela 
(DP.)  Smith,  mnnouny  to  Ivory 
Coast  and  former  Mississippi 
Acteens  director. 

Dot  Pray,  contract  keyboard 
consultant  for  MBCB’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Church  Music,  Jackson, 
will  be  organist  for  the  convention; 
pianist  will  be  Melissa  Alexander 
of  Oxford.  D.P.  Smith  will  be 
music  director  and  soloist. 


Following  the  final  session, 
there  will  be  an  hour-long  interpre¬ 
tation  of  church  WMU  changes, 
which  become  effective  this  fall. 

President  Sandra  Nash  of  Clin¬ 
ton  will  preside.  Marjean  Patterson 
is  state  WMU  executive  director. 


during  recovery  from  surgeries 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Jackson  to  pay  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  over  $2  million  plus  interest 
for  allowing  Nobles  to  open  bank 
accounts  not  authorized  by  the 
Mississippi  College  board  of  trus¬ 
tees  —  accounts  the  FBI  alleges 


were  part  of  Nobles’  complicated 
scheme  to  divert  money  from  the 
school. 

The  college  has  filed  property 
leins  and  asked  the  court  to  void 
transactions  involving  property 


owned  by  Nobles  and  his  wife. 
College  attorneys  have  also  asked 
the  court  to  revoke  a  deed  of  trust 
executed  by  Nobles  granting 
property  as  collateral  for  payment 
of  attorney  fees. 
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Executive  Committee  tries 


denominational  restructure 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  — '  A 
Southern  Baptist  study  commit¬ 
tee’s  recommendations  would 
reduce  the  number  of  SBC  agen¬ 
cies  from  19  to  12,  including  a 
merger  of  the  SBC’s  current 
Home  Mission  Board,  Radio  and 
Television  Commission,  and 
Brotherhood  Commission  into  a 
“North  American  Mission  Board.” 

An  array  of  changes  in  the 
denomination’s  structure  will 
result  if  recommendations  of  the 
seven-member  “Program  and 
Structure  Study  Committee”  are 
approved  by  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  during  its  Feb.  20-22 
meeting  in  Nashville,  then  by  mes¬ 
sengers  to  two  consecutive  SBC 
annual  meetings,  as  required  by 
the  convention’s  bylaws. 

As  proposed  by  the  study  com¬ 
mittee,  the  new  SBC  organiza¬ 
tional  structure  would  be  imple¬ 
mented  by  June  1998,  while  min¬ 
istries  under  the  new  structure 
would  reach  implementation  by 
June  1999. 

Underlying  the  proposed 
changes  is  a  shift  from  the  pro¬ 
gram  statements  currently  guiding 
the  convention’s  agencies  to  min¬ 
istries  each  agency  would  be 
assigned  in  service  to  SBC 
churches,  noted  the  study  commit¬ 
tee  in  its  report,  titled  “Covenant 
for  a  New  Century.” 

The  new  North  American  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  to  be  located  in 
Atlanta,  would  be  charged  with 
evangelizing  North  America 
through  three  thrusts:  church 


vol- 


would  assist  churches  in  capital 
fund-raising  and  stewardship  edu¬ 
cation,  and  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  would  promote  Cooper¬ 
ative  Program  funding  of  SBC 
national  and  international  min¬ 
istries. 

—  assigning  the  work  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foundation  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

—  dissolving  the  Historical 
Commission  and  dividing  its  min¬ 
istries  between  the  Council  of 
Seminary  Presidents,  which  would 
coordinate  the  SBC  archives  and 
library  in  Nashville,  and  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board,  which 
would  be  assigned  the  task  of 
helping  churches  as  they  study 
denominational  history. 

—  dissolving  the  Education 
Commission  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Commission  on  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 


nary.  Education  Commission  pro¬ 
grams  can  be  assumed  by  the 
Association  of  Southern  Baptist 
Colleges  and  Schools,  if  that  orga¬ 
nization  so  choosfes,  the  study 
committee  stated. 

—  giving  sole  responsibility  for 
the  American  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  to  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  Inc.,  an  action  recent¬ 
ly  begun  by  Southern  Baptist 
Commission  on  the  American 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

—  renaming  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  as  the  International 
Mission  Board,  not  only  to  mod¬ 
ernize  the  name,  but  also  to  reflect 
the  change  in  mission,  orientation 
from  national  boundaries  to  people 
groups. 

—  creating  a  Great  Comnlis- 
sion  Council  of  seven  representa¬ 
tives  from  each  mission  board  to 

(See  STRUCTURE  on  page  6) 


The  study  committee  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  new  agency  be 
led  by  a  president  and,  then,  a  vice 
president  over  each  division.  The 
current  Home  Mission  Board  is 
budding  a  new  facility  in  Atlanta; 
the  RTVC  is  based  in  Fort  Worth; 
the  Brotherhood  Commission,  in 
Memphis. 

Other  key  changes  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  study  panel  include: 

—  dissolving  the  SBC  Stew¬ 
ardship  Commission  and  dividing 
its  ministries  between  tbe  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  which 


Henry,  Wolfe  endorse 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  Speaking  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Executive  Committee,  SBC  President  Jim  Henry  endorsed 
the  work  of  a  committee  proposing  a  massive  restructuring  of  tbe 
nation’s  largest  Protestant  religious  body,  calling  it  “one  of  tbe  most 
important  recommendations  ever  to  come  before  this  board.” 

Committee,  appointed  two 
years  ago,  "did  not  enter  this  task  lightly  or  unadvisedly,”  Henry 


or  not. 


”  be  said.  “We  need  not  bemoas 


must  be  wtmag  to  change,” 
the  times,  but  be  grateful  for  them,  ft ’s  a  time  for  action. 

Executive  Committee  chairman  Fred  Wolfe,  who  appointed  tbe 
committee  two  yeas  ago.  said  when  he  first  saw  the  report  he  “was 
overwhelmed  at  the  wisdom  and  insight  God  had  given  these  men.” 

Wolfe  said  he  ltd!  foe  meeting  “with  a  sense  of  excitement  I  have 
not  felt  as  a  Southern  Baptist  fbrmany,  many  years.” 


“Just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg ...  ” 

Number  of  home  missions  vols 
rose  10  percent  during  1994 

ATLANTA  (BP) 


Yearly  baptisms  overseas 
top  300,000  for  first  time 

The  number  of  people  baptized  last  year  by  churches 
relating  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  jumped  by  15 
percent  from  the  year  before. 


The  num¬ 
ber  of  volunteers  for  home  mis¬ 
sions  work  increased  almost  10% 
in  1994  compared  to  1993,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Home  Mission  Board’s 
volunteers  in  missions  office. 

Southern  Baptists  will  observe 
Volunteers  in  Missions  Sunday 
Feb.  26.  Last  year,  68,915  people 
volunteered  for  missions  work,  up 
from  62,755-in  1993, 

Leaders  say  such  figures  dis¬ 
pute  conventional  wisdom  that  vol- 
unteerism  is  declining.^ 

“Something  that  we’ve  been 
hearing  lately  is  that  the  age  of  vol- 
unteerism  is  over,”  said  Mike  Rig¬ 
gins,  associate  director  for  the 
board’s  Mission  Service  Corps 
isms  related  to  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  work  Department, 
ide  totaled  302,132  in  1994  —  the  first  time  annual  baptisms  have  “Yet  with  God’s  people  we’re 
300,000.  The  total  also  represents  a  tripling  of  the  annual  harvest  finding  that  not  to  be  the  case,” 
980,  the  first  year  baptisms  surpassed  100,000.  They  topped  he  said.  “Really,  I  think  we’ve 
D  for  the  first  time  in  1987,  dipping  slightly  below  that  mark  in  just  seen  the  tip  of  the  iceberg  as 
(fore  climbing  above  it  every  year  since.  (BP  graphic  by  Marty  Croll  God  moves  among  his  people  to 
'id  Williard)  get  involved  in  missions  and  in 

4  ,  .  •  *  *  ministry.” 


1994  Baptisms  =  302,132 


15%  jump 
(Sharpest 
rise  since 
1989) 


Source:  FMB  Annual  Statistical  Report  -  1994 


(BP)  GRAPHIC  By  Marty  Cron  and  David  Wrihard 


discipling  pris- 

oners  and  Bl rjf*. 

nukhing  volun-  ftp.  ^  ’ 

leers  with  pris- 1  s® |M 
oners  in  a  men-  ■ 
toring  program, 

Holmes  said.  f§li|  ;$fp 
Holmes  is  „  , 
the  first  African  Ho,mes 
American  to  join  the  chaplaincy 
division  staff.  He  said  one  ofnis 
goals  is  to  encourage  more 
minorities  to  serve  as  chaplains. 


Change  in  state  WMU  bylaws 

The  following  change  will  be  considered  during  die  Mississippi 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  annual  meeting  to  be  held  on 
March  21  at  Harrisburg.  Church,  Tupelo; 

In  Article  VI,  Nominations  and  Elections,  of  the  state  WMU 
bylaws,  all  references  to  “Nominating  Committee”  are  recommend¬ 
ed  to  be  changed  to  “Officer  Selection  Committee,” 

WMU  bylaws  call  for  projected  changes  to  be  printed  in  two  sep¬ 
arate  editions  of  The  Baptist  Record  prior  to  the  annual  meeting. 


J ames  L.  Sullivan  honored 
in  Tylertown  home  church 


It  truly  was  “old  home  week”  at  state  convention,  vice  president  of  many  cultures  encountered  at  Anti- 
Tylertown  Church  on  Feb.  19.  the  Baptist  World  Alliance;  as  a  och.  Tylertown  was,  in  Sullivan’s 

The  congregation  declared  historian,  author,  scholar,  out-  childhood,  a  bustling  commerce 

“James  L.  Sullivan  Day”  to  honor  doorsman,  and  statesman.  center,  much  like  Antioch  in  the 

the  man  who  served  as  Baptist  Ansel  Estess,  chairman  of  dea-  first  century.  The  Antioch  church 

Sunday  School  Board  (BSSB)  cons  at  Tylertown  Church,  present-  sent  out-missionaries,  as  has  Tyler- 

president  from  1953-75.  Sullivan  ed  to  Sullivan  on  behalf  of  the  town  Church.  . 

vyas  present  as  his  home  church,  church  a  plaque  “with  so  much  He  spoke  of  his  early  learning 

his  hometown,  and  his  home  state  love  and  admiration,”  and  an  days  in  the  church  —  in  his  first 
convention  honored  him  on. the  admonition  to  “Remember,  this  is  church  jobs  under  then-pastor 
69th  anniversary  of  his  first  ser-  the  church  that  gave  you  a  church  W.A.  Roper  —  as  church  janitor 
mon.  at  16!”  _  and  Sunday  School  teacher  to 

Sqllivan,  who  will  turn  85  in  Louis  Smith,  director  of  junior  boys. 

Niarch,  was  reared  in  Tylertown  Church-Minister  Relations  and  “I  learned  the  secret  of  happi- 
Church  and  held  seven  pastorates  Annuity  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  ness:  You  can’t  be  happy  without  a 
in  Mississippi,  Texas,  Tennessee,  Convention  Board,  brought  greet-  spirit  of  servanthood.  Not  servi- 
and  Kentucky  before  going  to  the  ings  and  thanks  to  Sullivan  on  tude  —  servitude  is  slavery.  In  ser- 
Tennessee  Baptist  Convention  and  behalf  of  Mississippi  Baptists,  vanthood,  you  choose  your  Master, 
ultimately  to  BSSB.  especially  those  who  serve  in  the  “I  say  to  this  church,  ‘Thank 

During  the  morning  service,  state’s  denominational  structure.  you,”’ concluded  Sullivan. 

Tylertown  Church  honored  the  for-  Sullivan,  who  now  lives  in  the  After  a  covered  dish  luncheon, 
mer  member  with  a  commemora-  Nashville  area,  “never  really  forgot  the  mayor  of  Tylertown,  Edward 
tive  plaque  and  choral  presents-  Mississippi,”  said  Smith.  Hughes,  read  a  proclamation  mak- 

tions.  “Anyone  who  has  read  his  ing  the  day  “James  L.  Sullivan 

Sullivan  delivered  a  message  to  books  could  tell  that.  From  his  Day”  throughout  the  town, 
a  crowd  which  included  three  full  contributions  to  (everything  from) 
pews  of  his  family  members.  He  church  history  to  the  building  of 
said  that,  at  age  1 1 ,  he  clearly  felt  Gulfshore  Assembly,  Dr.  Sullivan 
God  calling  him  to  preach,  and  ‘prayed  for  things  that  others  did 
simultaneously  convicting  him  to 
make  a  profession  of  faith  in 
Christ. 

That  Sunday  night,  “I  came  for-  him. 


Archie  Herrin,  director  of  mis-  : 

sion s  for  Walthall,  Lawrence,  and  NASHVILLE  —  In  this  photo  taken  in  1992,  James  L.  Sullivan  (right), 

Marion  associations,  recognized  former  president  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  (BSSB),  examines 

.  .  Sullivan  and  the  church  for  their  with  Gwenn  McCormick,  former  director  of  the  BSSB’s  Church  Architec- 

not  know  God  had  in  his  ware-  collective  contributions  to  Baptist  ture  Department,  church  building  plans  drawn  on  linen  in  the  1920s.  Sulli- 

house,”’  Smith  recounted  one  of  life.  van  said  he  knew  the  need  for  planned  church  space  as  a  child  when  he 

Sullivan’s  former  parishioners  told  Sullivan  then  conducted  an  could  hear  Sunday  School  lessons  on  either  side  of  his  class  through  cur- 
.  -  °Pcn  session  in  which  he  took  tained-off  space  in  Tylertown  Church’s  sanctuary.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Vene- 

ward  and  professed  my  faith,  but  In  his  message  to  the  morning  questions  from  those  attending.  man) 

never  told  anyone  of  my  call  to  assembly,  Sullivan  said  he  would  David  Sellers,  pastor  of  Tyler-  ' 

preach....  I  never  felt  worthy,”  Sul-  rather  have  called  the  day  “Tyler-  town  Church,  said  getting  to  know  T-Tlllo 

livansaid.  town  Baptist  Church  Day.  It’s  you  Sullivan  was  “an  exhilirating  expe-  \jrU.libIlUl  C«  OlX  X  lXXXb 

Feeling  unworthy,  however,  did  we  are  honoring  for  the  scope  of  rience  for  me  —  to  glean  all  that 

not  prevent  Sullivan’s  family  and  your  influence  on  God’s  work,”  he  knowledge  from  him.  We  had  *J  i  OP 

friends  from  seeing  clearly  that  said.  “You  have  touched  so  many  someone  here  who  knows  more  r0Clult  SUXlXlIlCX  Sl/Q.IIGl  S 
“Jamie”  was  cut  out  to  spread  die  lives.  about  Southern  Baptist  life  than  ' 

gospel.  —  “What  is  it  that  makes  Missis-  any  other  person  alive.  Now  if  I  Managers  of  two  Mississippi  Simmons,  is  accepting  appltca- 

He  preached  his  first  sermon  —  sippi  Baptists  so  unique?  What  did  can  just  duplicate  some  of  that...”  Baptist  retreat  facilities  are  seek-  tions  from  college-age  applicants, 

from  Hebrews  11  —  at  age  16  tins  church  in  this  town  do  to  par-  Sellers  laughed.  “He  gave  me  a  ing  college  students  for  1995  sum-  The  assembly’s  summer  program 

from  the  pulpit  of  Tylertown  allel  the  New  Testament  church  so  better  knowledge  of  Southern  Bap-  mer  employment.  These  positions  begins  May  15,  and  continues 

Church.  beautifully?”  tist  life  and  history,  and  of  our  con-  are  missions  opportunities.  through  Aug.  5.  Available  posi- 

Dan  West,  manager  of  Central  tions  include  food  services.  Red 

Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko,  Cross-trained  lifeguards,  house- 

needs  staffers  to  begin  either  May  keeping,  registration/office,  first 

28  or  June  4  for  orientation,  aid,  and  grounds/maintenance, 
depending  on  assignment.  The  The  assembly  provides  an  inter¬ 
employment  periods  will  run  esting  program  of  activities  for  the 

through  camp  cleanup  week,  July  staff,  which  has  the  opportunity 

29-Aug.  4.  College-age  men  are  for  service  as  well  as  personal 

needed  to  serve  as  counselors,  spiritual  growth  and  development, 
activity  instructors,  and  operations  Persons  interested  in  working 
workers.  Activity  leadership  is  at  either  retreat  may  meet  with 

needed  for  horseback  riding.  West  or  Simmons  Feb.  27-March 
riflery,  archery,  the  ropes  course,  9  on  campuses  and  at  churches 
handicrafts,  and  camp  craft  skills,  across  the  state.  The  recruiting 
American  Red  Cross-certified  life-  schedule  is  shown  below, 
guards  are  needed  for  the  swim-  For  more  information  about  an 
ming  pool  and  at  the  lake  for  interview,  contact  a  local  BSU 
canoeing  activity.  director,  Frank  Simmons  at  (601) 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  452-7261,  or  Dan  West  at  (601) 
under  the  management  of  Frank  289-9730. 


World  Changers  to  gather  youths 

■ 

and  adults  for  Mission:  Memphis 


elude  with  worship  and  church  a  transitional  housing  program, 
group  devotions.  neighborhood  surveys,  senior  citi- 

“A  youth  group  can  receive  a  zen  home  care,  and  Bible  clubs, 
variety  of  missions  experiences  in  Youths  must  pay  $235  and 
one  project  while  the  city  of  complete  eight  training  sessions 
Memphis  receives  an  intensive  prior  to  participating  in  Mission: 

Memphis.  Further  training 


estimate  of  the  number  of  employ¬ 
ees  who  would  be  affected  by  the 
various  changes. 

Another  key  recommendation 
stated  only  in  an  endnote  to  the 
report  would  shift  primary  respon¬ 
sibility  from  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  auxiliary  to  the  two 
mission  boards  for  promoting  the 
SBC’s  national  missions  offerings, 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing  for  foreign  missions  and  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
for  home  missions. 

Otherwise,  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  would  remain  an 
auxiliary  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  the  committee  stated. 

Also,  the  Annuity  Board’s  pro¬ 
grams,  while  not  targeted  for  revi¬ 
sion  by  the  study  group,  would  be 
“limited  to  (1)  church  employees 
qualified  by  state  conventions,  (2) 


employees  of  qualified  Baptist 
associations,  (3)  employees  of  state 
conventions  and  their  subsidiaries, 
and  (4)  employees  of  the  entities  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  their  subsidiaries.”  Currently, 
the  board  also  provides  services  to 
the  Baptist  moderates’  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  and  to  the  con¬ 
servative  Criswell  College. 

The  committee  said  in  its  report 
that  it  developed  its  recommended 
changes  by  measuring  all  SBC  pro¬ 
grams  and  structures  against  a  mis¬ 
sion  statement  it  adopted  for  its 
work:  “The  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  exists  to  facilitate,  extend, 
and  enlarge  the  Great  Commission 
ministries  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  under  the  Lordship  of 
Jesus  Christ,  upon  the  authority  of 
Holy  Scripture,  and  by  the  empow¬ 
erment  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 


From  this  mission  statement,  the 
committee  said  five  basic  areas  of 
ministry  emerged: 

—  world  missions,  encompass¬ 
ing  the  International  Mission 
Board,  the  North  American  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  and  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  Council. 

—  theological  education,  en¬ 
compassing  the  six  SBC  seminar¬ 
ies,  the  convention’s  historical 
library  and  archives,  and  theologi¬ 
cal  education  by  extension. 

•  —  church  enrichment,  entailing 
the  ministries  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board. 

—  Christian  ethics  and  religious 
liberty. 

—  facilitating  ministries,  en¬ 
compassing  the  work  of  the  Annu¬ 
ity  Board  and  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 

In  addition  to  the  committee’s 


chairman.  Mark  Blister,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport, 
La.,  members  of  the  Program  and 
Structure  Study  Committee  arc  R 
Albert  Mohler,  president  of  South¬ 
ern-Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.; 
Ronnie  W.  Royd,  pastor.  First 
Church,  Springdale,  Ark.;  Bill  Hall, 
financial  strategist,  San  Clemente, 
Calif.;  W.  Gregory  Horton,  found¬ 
ing  partner  in  Quincy’s  and  Ryan’s 
Family  Steakhouse  chains,  Simp- 
sonville,  S.C.;  R.L.  “Bob”  Sorrell, 
associate  pastor,  Bellevue  Church, 
Cordova;  Tenn.;  and  Rex  M.  Teny, 
attorney,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Mississippi ’s  representatives  on 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  are 
L.  Russell  Bush  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Main  Street  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg;  Reuel  May  Jr.,  dentist, 
Jackson;  and  Larry  K.  Otis, 
businessman,  Tupelo. 


STRUCTURE 

From  page  3 


increase  communication  and  coor¬ 
dinate  the  sharing  of  resources. 

—  assigning  the  Council  of 
Seminary  Presidents  with  coordina¬ 
tion  of  theological  education  with¬ 
in  the  SBC.  Otherwise,  no  changes 
would  be  made  in  the  six  SBC 


seminaries. 

—  assigning  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  with  growth  min¬ 
istries  for  men  and  women  and 
church  growth  for  established 
churches. 

—  renaming  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  as  the  Ethics  and  Reli¬ 
gious  Liberty  Commission,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  agency’s  expanded  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  role  in  recent  years. 

The  study  committee  made  no 


Mississippians  participate  in  Haiti  relief  project 


“It’s  not  everywhere  you  get  to 
work  with  baby  goats  in  your 
kitchen  and  chickens  flying  over¬ 
head,”  said  Dixie  Kennedy,  one  of 
13  Mississippi  Baptists  who 
returned  Feb.  4  from  two  weeks  in 
Haiti,  where  they  sacked  groceries, 
swatted  mosquitoes,  and  sweated. 

The  volunteers  worked  in  a 
warehouse  in  Port-au-Prince 
repackaging  food  for  distribution 
by  churches  to  people  in  need.  The 
project  was  sponsored  by  the  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  and  the  Broth¬ 
erhood  Commission  as  part  of  their 
world  relief  efforts. 

Haiti  is  considered  the  most 
impoverished  country  in  the  West¬ 
ern  Hemisphere.  The  national 
economy  is  focused  simply  on  get¬ 
ting  enough  food  to  survive  the 
day.  Most  people  have  never  had 
flush  toilets  or  air  conditioning  or  a 
ribeye  with  a  baked  potato. 

Earlier  volunteer  groups  built 
sleeping  quarters  protected  by 
screen  from  the  hordes  of  mosqui¬ 
toes.  Nineteen  men  slept  in  that 
bunkroom,  using  up  all  the  fresh  air 
quickly  each  night.  The  women 
slept  in  another  room  with  even 
less  fresh  air. 

During  the  second  week,  the 
temperature  reached  about  95 
degrees  each  day  and  electricity 
was  out  most  of  the  week,  eliminat¬ 
ing  the  use  of  the  two  box  fans  in 
the  room  when  our  generator  ran 
out  of  gas  each  night. 


When  we  arrived  at  the  airport 
for  our  stint,  project  coordinator 
Harry  Campbell  and  some  Ten¬ 
nessee  volunteers  beginning  their 
secofcd  week  met  us  with  stern 
warnings  as  we  saw  huge  crowds 
outside  the  airport  terminal 
building. 

“Don’t  let  anyone  out  there 
touch  your  baggage  or  they  will 
want  money  for  it.  Don’t  give  peo¬ 
ple  anything  or  we  will  be 
mobbed,”  said  Campbell,  of 
Killeen,  Texas; 

“Who’ll  go  first?”  he  asked. 

There  was  a  mob  of  people, 
many  asking  for  money  or  food. 
It  was  a  sight  repeated  every¬ 
where  we  went  —  truly  hungry 
people  wanting  help  from  well- 
fed  visitors. 

^.At  the  compound,  Campbell 
explained  the  system  of  processing 
the  family  packs  of  food  and  also 
the  safety  system.  If  people  broke 
into  the  compound,  let  them  have 
the  food,  he  said.  He  explained 
that  in  1988  looters  attacked  the 
compound,  killing  a  guard. 
Nobody  argued  with  Campbell’s 
proposition. 

The  food,  mostly  imported  from 
America  —  the  pinto  beans  were 
from  Denver  —  was  purchased 
from  Haitian  companies  to  help 
improve  the  economy. 

At  church  the  only  thing  we 
could  understand  was  when  a  trio 
sang  “Because  He  Lives”  in  Eng- 


Volunteers  on  a  relief  protect  in  Haiti  string  concertina  wire  along  the 
wall  of  the  compound  where  a  warehouse  stored  food  to  be  distributed  by 
Haitian  churches.  The  razor  wire  helps  prevent  looting. 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

lish,  learned  especially  for  their 
American  visitors.  Educated 
Haitians  speak  French.  The  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  streets  is  Creole. 

After  church  a  young  man  asked 
me  if  he  could  see  my  Bible.  I  had 
a  paperback  New  Testament.  I 
thought  I  was  doing  pretty  well 
with  my  high  school  French.  A  sec¬ 
ond  man  asked  if  I  had  another 
Bible.  I  said  no,  and  noticed  that 
the  first  man  had  put  the  Bible  into 
his  pocket.  I  said,  “C’est  le  mien.”  I 
thought  I  was  saying,  “That’s 
mine.”  He  agreed  with  me  and  kept 
the  Bible. 

On  our  second  Sunday  in  Haiti, 
at  Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  team 
leader  Steve  Griffin,  pastor  of 
Bogue  Chitto  Church  near 
McComb,  preached  with  interpre¬ 
tation  in  Creole.  One  peison  made 
a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  and 
about  50  came  forward  at  the  invi¬ 
tation  of  the  pastor  for  special 
prayer.  The  pastor,  Bienne 
Lamerique,  invited  Steve  to  return 
to  preach  a  revival. 

Missionary  Peggy  Rutledge  told 
the  volunteers  about  church  mem¬ 
bership.  When  someone  makes  a 

Srofession  of  faith  in  a  Haitian 
aptist  church,  they  won’t  baptize 
him  for  a  year.  Instead,  they  give 
him  a  perseverance  card  which  he 
must  get  stamped  each  Sunday  at 
church. 

After  the  year,  if  he  always 
came  and  showed  he  was  a  new 
creature  —  such  as  quitting  smok¬ 
ing  or  having  only  one  wife  —  then 
the  leaders  question  him  about  the 
Bible  and  his  faith. 

If  be  passes  that,  someone  in  the 
church  testifies  in  his  behalf.  Any¬ 
one  in  the  community  can  testify 
against  him  if  he  cheated  them  or 
misbehaved.  If  he  fails  any  part  of 
the  process,  he  must  wait  another 
year. 

At  Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Pas¬ 
tor  Lamerique  signed  and  stamped 
my  perseverance  card  and  said  he 
expected  me  back  next  week. 

Mark  Rutledge  noted  another 
marked  difference  between  SBC 
and  Haitian  Baptist  churches.  In 
Haiti  there  are  only  about  100 
churches  affiliated  with  the  con¬ 
vention  (there  are  other  Baptist 
groups,  too).  However,  there  are 
several  hundred  missions. 


Mark  and  Peggy  Rutledge,  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to  Haiti,  tell 
stories  about  life  in  that  country  to  volunteers  on  a  hunger  relief  project: 


To  become  a  church,  a  group 
must  be  able  to  pay  a  pastor  and 
organize  men’s,  women’s,  and 
youths’  mission  groups. 

“The  problem  is  most  cannot 
afford  to  hire  a  pastor,”  said  Rut¬ 
ledge.  However,  “the  heart  of  the 
people  is  to  start  missions,”  he  said. 

So  missions  start  missions.  They 
send  out  a  small  group  to  a  preach¬ 
ing  point  and  begin  a  ministry.  Per¬ 
haps  a  deacon  from  the  mother 
church  preaches.  A  mission  trip  is 
when  Christians  visit  in  the  homes 
of  other  Christians  and  preach  the 
gospel  on  the  way —  anywhere. 

They  go  to  a  Baptist  church  and 
plan  with  the  locals  an  evangelistic 
outreach.  The  Rutledges  said  one 
man  put  a  public  address  system  on 
a  hilltop  and  for  two  weeks  “jolted 
me  out  of  bed  at  3  a.m.  —  preach¬ 
ing  the  gospel.” 

Haitians  won’t  allow  drums  in 
their  churches.  Drums  are  used  in 
voodoo  practices  to  call  evil  spirits. 

“We  don’t  tell  people  this 
doesn’t  exist,”  said  Rutledge.  This 
is  for  two  reasons.  If  the  missionar¬ 
ies  say  there  is  no  voodoo,  “our 
ability  to  minister  is  stopped  and 
everybody  in  the  community  lives 
as  if  voodoo  did  exist.” 

Rutledge  said  people  in  voodoo 
have  told  him  they  have  no  power 
over  him. 

“They  say  how  wonderful  it 
would  be  to  have  a  life  free  of 
that,”  he  said.  “Some  people  won’t 


come  to  church  at  night  believing 
that  on  the  road  their  child’s  soul 
will  be  stolen.”  Some  will  only  eat 
food  prepared  by  Christians,  fearful 
that  someone  will  put  something  in 
the  food  to  control  them. 

Said  Rutledge,  “We  have  dealt 
with  the  very  presence  of  evil.”  He 
said  he  prayed  for  the  armor  of 
God  and  “saw  God  change  things.” 

The  next  project  in  Haiti  is  to 
continue  a  water  project.  Volun¬ 
teers  will  cap  springs,  drill  drinking 
and  irrigation  wells,  and  install  and 
maintain  pumps.  Volunteers  will 
take  VCRs  and  show  the  “Jesus” 
film  in  Creole. 

Local  churches  will  counsel 
those  who  profess  Jesus  as  Lord 
and  Savior.  Missionary  Jim  Ziler 
will  head  that  project.  The  Rut¬ 
ledges  will  continue  their  demon¬ 
stration  farming  and  goat  herd 
improvement. 

Peggy  Rutledge  said  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  need  prayer  support  for 
safety  in  transportation.  They  need 
a  volunteer  mechanic  to  help  repair 
vehicles  damaged  by  the  rough 
roads,  and  volunteer  farm  veterinar¬ 
ians  to  help  with  the  herd  projects. 

She  added,  “Pray  for  stamina” 
for  the  missionaries.  “There  is  so 
much  going  on  and  so  much  need, 
we  just  get  tired.  We  need  to  be 
able  to  respond  in  a  Christlike  man¬ 
ner  and  with  grace.” 

Nicholas  is  director,  Office  of 
Communication,  MBCB. 
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BWA  protests  “persecution”  of  Baptists  in  Bulgaria 


WASHINGTON  (A£P)  —  An 
international  Baptist  organization 
is  seeking  intervention  on  behalf 
of  Bulgarian  Baptists,  who  may 
lose  their  land  and  partially  con¬ 
structed  church  buildings  in  Sofia, 
because  the  mayor  “has  come 
under  pressure”  to  stop  the  Bap¬ 
tists. 

The  Baptist  World  Alliance  has 
written  the  president  of  Bulgaria 
asking  him  to  intervene  in  this  lat¬ 
est  “harassment  of  our  Baptist 
believers  and  their  building  project 
in  Sofia.” 

The  Washington-based  BWA 


has  also  alerted  U.S.  President  Bill 
Clinton  and  Congressman  Newt 
Gingrich,  both  Baptists,  and  Sen. 
Robert  Dole,  to  this  latest  blow  to 
religious  freedom  for  Baptists  in 
Bulgaria  and  asked  them  to  “seri¬ 
ously  plead  for  full  religious  free¬ 
dom  for  all  peoples”  with  Bulgari¬ 
an  President  Zhelyu  Zhelev, 
expected  in  Washington  the  week 
of  Feb.  13-17. 

In  a  letter,  BWA  General  Sec¬ 
retary  Denton  Lotz  asked  U.S. 
Secretary  of  State  Warren*  Christo¬ 
pher  to  remind  fire  Bulgarian  gov¬ 
ernment  of  its  obligations  under 


the  United  Nations  charter  and  the 
Helsinki  agreements  to  ensure  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  for  all. 

The  latest  issue  at  hand  is  a 
breach  of  contract  between  Bul¬ 
garian  Baptists  and  the  local  gov¬ 
ernment.  -  r 

Even  though  the  Union  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Churches  in  Bulgaria  has  a 
contract  agreement  with  the  local 
municipality,  Theo  Angelov,  pres- 
-  ident  of  Bulgarian  Baptists,  says 
the  mayor  now  wants  the  project 
reviewed  by  the  main  municipality 
for  “a  new  decision.” 

“I  am  almost  positive  that. 


under  the  existing  conditions,  they 
will  withdraw  the  decision  and 
take  back  die  land,”  Angelov  said. 
Bulgarian  Baptists  would  lose 
their  church,  school,  and  orphan¬ 
age  and  would  not  begin  to  recov¬ 
er  the  money  already  spent. 

Baptists  around  the  world  have 
prayed  and  hoped  with  Bulgarian 
Baptists  for  their  first  new  build¬ 
ings  under  freedom  and  many  are 
giving  financial  support  for  the 
inexpensive  pre- fabricated  church 
buildings. 

‘This  is  a  great  disappointment 
to  us  and  a  great  blow  to  religious 
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RESERVATIONS: 


SCHEDULE 

Sunday  through  Thursday,  March  5-9 

All  Evening  Session  Begin  6:30  p.m. 

Sunday  March  5,  11  *-m- 

Monday  through  Thursday  March  6-9 

Morning  Services  9  a.m.,  10  a.m.,  11  a.m. 

A  nursery  is  provided  for  all  services.  Lunch  and  Evening  meals  will 
be  served  each  day  for  our  guests.  Continental  breakfast  each  morning. 


Shoney's  Inn  (601)  868-8500 
Hwy  49  Airport 

Comfort  Inn  (601)  863-5500 

When  making  reservations,  please  identify  yourself  with  the 
Bible  Conference  in  order  to  receive  the  Special  Rate. 


freedo'm  in  Bulgaria,”  said 
Angelov.  “Funds  have  been 
received  from  many  organiza¬ 
tions.” 

Lotz  told  the  Bulgarian  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  dismay  and  concern  of  ' 
Baptists  around  the  world,  at  this 
latest  turn  of  events. 

“The  BWA  is  very  concerned 
about  the  persecution  of  Baptists 
in  Bulgaria,  and  more  specifically, 
concerned  about  the  harassment  of 
our  Baptist  believers  and  their 
building  project  in  Sofia,”  said 
Lotz. 

“With  the  advent  of  new  free¬ 
doms  to  Bulgaria  after  the  peace¬ 
ful  revolution,  we  had  thought 
Bulgaria  would  be  a  leader  in  sup¬ 
porting  religious  freedom  for  all 
denominations,”  Lotz  said. 
“Unfortunately,  this  is  not  the 
case.” 

“We  continue  to  be  dismayed 
at  the  negative  attacks  upon  Bap¬ 
tists  in  the  media  and  the  press,” 
Lotz  said.  “There  is  a  general  hos¬ 
tility  towards  Baptists  and  other 
Protestant  groups.” 

Lotz  asked  President  Zhelev  to 
intervene  on  the  side  of  freedom 
for  all  religious  groups. 

“We  continue  to  respect  your 
efforts  at  restoring  full  freedom  to 
the  people  of  Bulgaria,”  Lotz  said, 
“and  trust  that  you  will  use  your 
considerable  powers  to  intervene 
on  the  side  of  freedom  for  all  reli¬ 
gious  groups.” 

NOBTS  offers 

pair  of  classes 

✓  ■* 

in  Mississippi 

CLINTON  —  The  Term  IV 
schedule  has  been  announced  for 
the  1994-95  academic  year  at  the 
Mississippi  extension  center  cam¬ 
pus  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Classes  meet  Mondays  in 
Provine  Chapel  on  the  campus  of 
Mississippi  College.  Term  IV 
begins  March  27  and  ends  May  15. 

All  courses  are  accredited"  for 
the  master  of  divinity  and  master 
of  arts  in  Christian  education 
degree  programs. 

“History  of  the  Baptists," 
taught  by  A1  James,  will  be  offered 
1-5  p.m. 

“Introduction  to  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,”  taught  by  Gene  Henderson, 
will  be  offered  6-10  p.m. 

Applicants  for  NOBTS  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  programs  must  be  at 
least  age  20  and  have  an  accredit¬ 
ed  bachelor's  degree,  including  at 
least  30  hours  of  liberal  arts  stud¬ 
ies.  Applicants  for  all  degree  pro¬ 
grams  must  have  been  a  Christian 
for  at  least  one  year,  have  a  recom¬ 
mendation  from  a  local  church, 
and  have  completed  and  received 
approval  of  the  application  foim. 

The  matriculation  fee  is 
$162.50  per  course  taken  during  a 
semester,  payable  at  registration. 

For  more  information  or  to 
apply,  contact  the  Extension  Cen¬ 
ter  Office  at  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  3939  Gen- 
tilly  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  LA 
70126-4858;  or  call  1-800- 
NOBTS-01,  ext.  3323. 


Just  for  the  Record*1*"^1”  Staff  Changes 


Johnny  Mosley  has  been  accepted  a  call  to  Franklin  Creek 
called  to  Oakhurst  Church,  Church,  Jackson  County,  effective 
Clarksdale,  as  minister  of  educa-  March  5. 
tion  and  admin¬ 
istration,  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  29.  A 
native  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  he 

is  a  graduate  of 
the  University 
of  New  York 

and  New  Or-  ^|V|i  Bryan  L.  Bailey,  son  of  James 
leans  Seminary.  L.  and  Ruthan  Bailey,  McCool. 

His  previous  and  student  of  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
place  of  service  *  nary,  was  recently  called  as  minis- 

was  Memorial  Church,  Metairie,  ter  of  youth  by  the  Clear  Fork 
La  Church,  Weatherford,  Texas. 


of  admissions  has  a  new  toll  free 
telephone  number  to  give 
prospective  students  direct  access 
to  the  office.  The  new  number,  1- 
800-SWBTS-01,  allows  prospec¬ 
tive  students  to  contact  the  office 
to  ask  questions,  schedule  visits  to 
the  campus,  or  check  on  the  status 
of  their  applications.  “Our  goal  is 
to  have  more  prospects  and,  ulti¬ 
mately,  more  students,”  Judy 
Morris,  director  of  admissions, 
said. ' 


James  M.  Lewis,  pastor  of 
15th  Avenue  Church,  Meridian, 

has  resigned  to  accept  First 
Church,  New  Albany.  Lewis  was 
pastor  of  the  Meridian  congrega¬ 
tion  for  seven  years. 


w.  <  reatmtv  Write-Down  1905, 

Wr"  :  '  '•  \  ■’  cation,  provided  tor  students  V.  ho 

Raymond  Church,  Raymond,  recently  held  ground  breaking  services  heId  recently  on  the  William 
for  a  multi-purpose  complex.  The  cost  of  the  building  is  $950,000.  Pic-  Carey  College  campus  in  Hatties- 
tured,  from  left,  are  Lillian  Boteler,  Mike  Nail,  Peggy  Rice,  Cory  Tabb,  Erie  burg.  For  information  about  next 
Breeden,  Henry  Riser,  Tommy  Jarrett,  pastor,  and  Troy  Henderson,  chair-  year’s  seminar,  contact  Read 
man.  Diket,  director  of  Honors  Program 

axi  awta  mm  w  .  A  .  .  ,  ...  and  Creative  Scholars  Center  at 

AT^TAiBP)7_MarCh  Ch“rch’  LeakesviUe,  William  Carey  College,  (601) 

is  the  deadline  for  volunteer  appli-  will  have  a  Spring  Bible  Confer-  582-6205. 
cations  to  be  a  Sojourner  or  stu-  ence  on  March  2  with  the  theme 

dent  summer  missionary  with  “Standing  in  the  Gap.”  The  con-  Mississippi  College  offers  a  P; 
the  Home  Mission  Board.  The  ference  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and  variety  of  continuing  education 
Styourner  program  is  for  high  conclude  at  5  p.m.  Speakers  courses  beginning  in  March.  They  r» 
school  students  who  have  com-  include  George  Berger,  Don  include:  Advanced  WordPerfect  B 
pleted  their  junior  or  senior  years.  Boone,  Doug  Broome,  Clark  6.0A  for  Windows,  Tuesdays,  n 
Sojourners  work  as  volunteers  six  Stewart,  Gregg  Thomas,  pastor,  March  28- April  18;  Scuba  Diving  a 
to  10  weeks  in  full-time  home  Bobby  Williamson,  and  Rex  Wednesdays,  March  1-April  12 
missions  service.  Food  and  hous-  Yancey.  The  music  will  be  under  Conversational  Russian,  Tues- 
mg  are  provided.  More  informa-  the  direction  of  Ronnie  Cotting-  daySi  March  28-April  25-  Under-  £ 
tion  about  volunteer  opportunities  ham  and  Kevin  Mardis.  Call  (601)  standing  Russia^  Thursdays  C 
is  available  from  state  convention  394-5124  for  more  information.  March  30- April  27.  Course  fees 
offices  or  the  Home  ftdissioo  „  varv  For  more  information  or  to  T 

Board  at  1-800-HMB-VOLS.  FORT  WORTH  (BP)  -  r^ster  call  tte  Off™  of  Contm°  * 

„  .......  ,  ,  Southwestern  Seminary’s  office  uing  Education,  (601)925-3831.  ■ 


Brent  Causey  has  been  called 
by  First  Church,  Gordo,  Ala.,  as 
pastor,  effective  Feb.  25.  The 
Summit  native  formerly  served 
Calvary  Church,  Louisville.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary. 


First  Church,  Leakesville, 
received  a  total  amount  of 
$4,778.15.  This  was  the  largest 
amount  ever  given,  and  exceeded 
the  church’s  goal  of  $2,500.  Jo 
Ann  Polkey  is  WMU  director. 
Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor. 


PLASTIC  BOOS 

multi-colored  with  toy 
$100  for  1,000  eggs  delivered 

L  1-800-647-3509  j 


Funeral  cqete  art  rising  —  Do  you  have  the  protection  your  family  needs? 

Our  Plan  Offers: 

Up  to  $10,000  of  immediate  whole  life  insurance 
Protection  to  help  cover  your  final  expenses.  No  Medical 
Exams  required.  (Ages  0-85  may  apply) 

Far  penoral  service  and  peace  of  mind,  call: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance,  1-800-880-2305 

P.O.  Box  26,  Clinton,  MS  39060  —  “Serving  Mississippi  aver  30  years" 


Billy  and  Gerry  Colston,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Korea,  are  on  the  field 
(address:  Yeo  Eui  Do,  P.O.  Box 
165,  Seoul  150-601,  Korea).  He 
was  born  in  Kosciusko,  and  also 
lived  in  Fayette,  Ala.  She  is  the 
former  Gerry  Rutland  of  Amite, 


Marilyn  Lewis  of  Staikville.  Biloxi.  The  former  Beth  Colletti, 

she  was  boro  in  New  Orleans,  La., 
Dot  Lott,  missionary  to  Brazil,  and  lived  in  Hattiesburg  and 
is  in  the  States  (address:  1  East  Biloxi. 

67tb  St.,  Savannah,  GA).  She  is  a 

native  of  Sumrall.  ^  Jeffrey  and  Shiela  Parker, 

missionaries  to  Zimbabwe,  are  in 
Asbury  and  Hope  Martin,  the  States  (address:  3844  Renshaw 
missionaries  to  Argentina,  are  on  Rd.,  Yazoo  City,  MS  39194).  He 
the  field  (address:  Casilla  de  was  bom  in  New  York  arid  also 
Correo  5,  8400  San  Carlos  de  Bar-  lived  in  Yazoo  City.  She  is  the  for- 
iloc,  Argentina).  He  considers  mer  Shiela  Tucker  of  Canton. 
Cleveland  his  hometown.  She  is 

the  former  Hope  Clements  of  Donald  and  Barbara  Fhlegar, 
Corinth.  missionaries  to  Thailand,  are  in 

*  the  States  (address:  137  Melrose 
Ed  and  Mary  Ann  Moses,  Dr.,  Jackson,  MS  39211).  He  is  a 
missionaries  to  Zimbabwe,  are  in  native  of  Virginia.  She  is  the  for- 
the  States  (address:  1428  Roo-  mer  Barbara  Caley  of  YazocrCity. 

Margaret  Fairborn,  mission-  seveh  Ave.,  Orlando,  FL.  32804). 
ary  to  Liberia,  is  in  the  States  He  is  a  native  of  Orlando,  and  she  Caaey  Adele  Sullivan,  a  1994 
(address:  26  Stallings  Bridge  Rd.,  is  the  fonner  Mary  Ann  Pugh  of  graduate  of  William  Carey  Col- 
Tylettown,  MS  39667).  She  is  a  Columbus.  lege,  was  recently  appointed  by 

native  of  Tylertown.  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  as 

Ronnie  and  Beth  Parker,  mis-  journeyman  to  Fukuoka,  Japan. 

Eddie  and  Marilyn  Graves,  sionaries  to  Brazil,  are  in  the  She  will  serve  as  program  assis- 
missionaries  to  Chile,  are  in  the  States  (address:  407  N.  38th  Ave.,  tanf  of  Pukuoka  Friendship  House 
States  (address:  704  Ponderosa  Hattiesburg,  MS.  39401).  He  was  for  two  years.  She  is  the  daughter 
Dr.,  Staikville,  MS  39759).  He  is  bom  in  Hattiesburg  and  also  lived  of  Paul  and  Patsy  Sullivan  of  Hat- 
from  Ripley,  and  she  if  the  fonner  in  Long  Beach,  Gulfport,  and  tiesburg. 


Alvin  and  Mary  Doyle,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Nigeria,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  Broadmoor 
Church,  1090  Meadow  Heights 
Dr.,  Jackson,  MS  39206).  Both 
were  bom  in  New  Orleans,  La., 
and  consider  Picayune  their  home¬ 
town.  She  is  the  fonner  Mary  Sim¬ 
mons. 


BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K4K  Bathtub 
Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd., 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800- 
349-2882. 


experience  as  a  youth  minister. 
Send  current  or  updated  resume 
to  Personnel  Committee,  Anasta¬ 
sia  Baptist  Church,  1650  A1A 
South,  St.  Augustins,  FL  32084. 


REPRINTED  1934  CHURCH 

Cookbook  plus  many  old  family 
racipes  —  $10.  Cherished 
Recipes,  Box  2,  Lake,  MS  39092. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  Passion  Play  in 
Eureka  Springe,  Ark.  I  $31  Pkg  for 
Groups  now  includes  the  Best 
($12.50)  Tickets,  plus  lodging  & 
meals!  Where  One  Call  Does  H 
ALL:  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort 
(501)253-8418. 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accsssoriss, 

pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’a  Robes. 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Jackson  area  (601)  825- 
1317,  statewide  1 -800-898- MACS. 


SEEKING  AN  ASSOCIATE  Pm- 

tor/Mkiister  of  Youth  and  Students. 
Must  be  seminary  graduate  with 


Jerry  Rankin,  president  of  the  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Tupelo  Colise- 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Rich-  um.  This  will  be  the  first  time  in 
mond,  Va.,  will  speak  at  the  20  years  that  Crouch  has  per- 
evening  services  of  Park  Place  formed  in  Mississippi.  For  more 
Church,  Brandon,  Feb.  26  at  6  information,  call  the  Tupelo  Coli- 
p.m.  Bobby  Williamson  is  pastor,  seum  box  office  at  (601)  841- 
For  more  information,  call  the  6528. 
church  at  (601)  939-6282. 

CLINTON  (ABP)  —  The 
Myron  Noonkester,  associate  William  H.  Whitsitt  Baptist  Her- 
professor  of  history  at  William  itage  Society  will  present  its  Bap- 
Carey  College  will  have  an  article  tist  Courage  Award  to  author  and 
published  in  English  Language  civil-rights  activist  Will  Camp- 


Notes,  published  at  the  University  bell,  the  society  has  announced, 
of  Colorado  in  Boulder.  The  aiti-  Campbell  will  be  honored  at  the 
cle,  “Memoranda,  Memories,  and  society’s  1995  annual  meeting 
Gibbon’s  Memoirs,”  addresses  the  scheduled  July  20  in  Fort  Worth, 
memoirs  of  Edward  Gibbon,  an  said  Whitsitt  Society  President 
English  historian.  Loyd  Allen  of  Clinton.  Campbell, 

a  Baptist  minister  from  Mississip- 
Andrae  Crouch  and  his  band  pi,  has  lived  near  ML  Juliet,  Tenn., 
will  be  in  concert  on  April  21,  since  1956. 

David  L.  Claxton,  47,  former 
Starkville  pastor,  dies  Feb.  17 

David  L.  Claxton,  47,  died  of  the  Starkville  Bill  Glass  Crusade, 
heart  failure  Feb.  17  at  Mississippi  As  pastor  of  Calvary,  Claxton 
Baptist  Medical  Center  in  Jackson,  initiated  several  programs,  includ- 
He  was  former  pastor  of  Calvary  ing  the  Evangelism  Explosion  to 
Church,  Starkville.  train  lay  persons,  a  prayer  ministry, 

Funeral  services  were  held  Feb.  a  comprehensive 
20  at  Calvary  Church  with  burial  visitation  pro-  17 
in  Oktibbeha  Memorial  Park.  gram,  and  a  TV  1  .**0*  - 


Commitment  Day  was  observed 
Jan.  15  at  First  Church  of  Lyman  in 
Gulfport.  Catherine  Hatten  was 
recognized  for  her  many  years  of 
service  at  Lyman  where  she  is  a 
charter  member,  taught  Sunday 
School,  played  the  organ  for  over 
50  years,  and  served  as  church 
clerk  for  20  years.  This  event  was 
also  in  observance  of  her  98th- 
birthday.  Beverly  Lee,  director  of 
Young  at  Heart,  presented  her  with 
a  corsage.  Her  Sunday  School 
class  had  a  cake  in  honor  of  her 
98th  birthday. 

Four  Copiah 
churches 
hold  crusade 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  r.O.  Box  330.  Jackson.  MS  30203-0330.  Please  be  brief.  Name 
Is  not  required.  Remember 1  In  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 


st  Copiah  Court-  Three  state-'church  media 

■  hi  "p  »»■*»  libraries  among  SBC’s  top  10 

.  nightly,  and  a  ,t  First  Church,  Louisville  has  Paul  Blanchard,  director  of  mis- 
>vide  music.  placed  first  in  Church  Media  sions  (DOM),  and  Juanita  Hight, 
e,  “The  Road  to  Library  Study  Course  Awards  for  associational  media  library  direc- 
a  churches  —  1993-94  among  all  churches  in  the  tor,  and  Metro  (Hinds-Madisou), 

1  Hill,  Pearl  Val-  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Eddie  Hamilton,  DOM,  and  Esther 
will  kick  off  the  .(SBC).  Chuck  Pourciau  is  the  pas-  Seale,  ass odati octal  media  library 
:h  12  at  a  6:30  tor;  John  Clendinning  is  minister  director. 

of  education,  and  Juanita  Hight  is  Because  of  the  work  of  the 
he  crusade  will  church  media  library  director.  churches  and  associations  listed 

Jones,  executive  First  Church,  Madison,  is  listed  above  as  well  as  many  others, 
n  Action  Com-  fourth  among  the  top  10  churches  Mississippi  has  placed  seventh  in 
ssissippi  Baptist  in  the  SBC  in  the  Study  Course  the  top  10  states  in  Church  Media 
lay,  Daryl  Oster,  Awards.  John  Temple  is  pastor;  Library  Study  Course  Awards  for 
2hurch,  Wesson;  media  library  director  is  Mary  Jo  the  entire  SBC. 
angst  on,  pastor,  Harrison.  According  to  Fanell  Blanken- 

urch.  Wesson;  First  Church,  Columbus,  is  ship,  director  of  Broadcast  Ser- 
ell  Ingram,  pas-  listed  sixth  among  the  top  10  vices  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Dmich,  Wesson;  churches.  Bobby  Douglas  is  pas-  Convention  Board,  which  oversees 
Parsons,  pastor,  tor;  Joey  Shorter  is  minister  of  the  state’s  church  media  library 
Wesson;  Friday,  education;  and  Margaret  Perkins  programs,  the  Baptist  Sunday 
is  media  library  director.  School  Board’s  recognition  of 

In  addition  to  these  churches  these  churches  and  associations 
among  the  top  10,  two  Mississippi  reflects  a  great  dedication  to  the 
associations  are  listed  in  the  top  10  work  of  church  media  library 
associations.  They  are:  Winston,  staffs. 


Would  you  like  to  be  there  for  this 
celebration  and  more...  Join  us  as  we 
‘  visit  Israel  during  this  historic  time  to 
honor  Jerusalem  and  tour  the  Holy  Land. 
February  15-24,  1996 
Hosted  by  David  and  Jean  Dorris 
Former  SBC  Missionaries  to  Israel 
For  brochure  call/write:  ,. 
Foundation  Tours  -  David  Dorris 
3509  Silvertree  Lane 
Pensacola,  FL  32504 
(904)434-3753 


Give  Your  Mothers  A  Gold 
Carnation,  A  Mother’s  Day 
Gift  That  Lasts  Forever! 


JUST  $1.00  PER  PIN 

On  the  lint  Mother's  Day  in  1907,  Carnations  were  worn  by  church  members  to  honor  moth¬ 
ers.  Renew  (hu  tradition  and  pvt  your  mothers  a  lovely  CamaOon  pm  they  will  enjoy  forever.  Each 
delicate  pin  (shown  20%  larger  for  detail)  u  plated  in  24-karat  gold  and  packaged  in  a  plastic  pouch. 

Want  a  FREE  i—pti?  Sand  <1.00  to  com  tnt  ctana  postaga  and  hanflng. 

Stall  your  tradition  today.  Each  year  we  will  offer  a  different  floral  design  in  a  beautiful  collector  pin 
that  mothers  will  love  you  for.  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK! 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


Todd-Brandl  Associates- 346 1  Bonita  Elay  Blvd.  #207-Bonita  Spnngs.Fl  33923 
(813)  947-0085  -  FAX  (813)  947-4414 

mat  aa  tha  Mowing  Bold  Carnation  ptna  at  81.00  aaah  for  100  Hat,  MCUMW  Mp 
ots.TS-M  Mat  •  tlJ5  oacti;  80-74  Mna  •  81.90  each.  NO  OMOfM  till  TtUM  -10 


Henry  sees  a  "solidifying” 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Jim 
Henry  told  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  trustees  during  their  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  Feb.  6-7  he  senses  “a  solidifying  and  settling  in  a  good 
way  among  Southern  Baptists. 

‘“We’re  moving  ahead’  is  the  sense  I  get  from  people.  It  doesu’t 
mean  we  are  out  of  the  woods,  but  the  rank  and  file  appreciate  what  is 
taking  place,”  he  observed. 

“Let’s  keep  talking  and  praying.  Let’s  keep  the  door  open.  ..  Tlunk 
you  for  the  way  you  carry  out  your  business.” 


★  Cushions  it  Baptistries 
■k  Steeples  ★  Renovation 
★  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 


WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Quwttity  Price  E** 

Toul  .mourn  Enclosed  (Chech  or  money  order) 

(Orwell  Nml 

(Telephone) 

(UPS  Shtppmg  Addrewl 

(City) 

(Sure)  (Zip) 

in  communist  China.  As  a  young  people.  also  believe  that  he  has  a  place  tor 

teacher,  not  a  tourist,  I  (and  you)  Currently,  we  are  seeking  the  the  use  of  the  property  by  the  Mis- 
have  the  chance  to  develop  rela-  names  of  100,000  Christian  stu-  sissippi  Baptist  Convention.  It  is 
tionships  that  can  result  in  oppor-  dents  in  America  who  are  willing  my  earnest  prayer  that  they  will 
t uni  ties  of  sharing  your  faith  and  to  participate.  We  expect  this  to  seek  his  guidance  and  follow  it. 
in  strengthening  the  Chinese  be  an  ongoing  missions  project,  There  certainly  are  possibilities  to 
Christian  community.  .  year  after  year,  and  may  expand  explore,  such  as  either  merging 

No,  I  don’t  speak  Chinese,  to  other  areas  (Russia,  Latin  with  Miss 
They  speak  English;  you’re  there  America,  etc.)  and  to  college  and  merly  direi 


pi  College,  as  for- 
or  one  of  the  other 

had  1,100  responses  from  sub-  to  help  them  improve.  No,  I’m  not  university  students.  At  this  time  colleges  with  a  four-year  cumcu- 
scribers  and  seminar  enrollees  an  English  teacher;  I’m  a  mathe-  we  need  students  in  grades  7-12.  lum;  reopening  the  college  as  a 
this  year.  madcs  teacher.  If  you’ve  taught  a  Pastors  or  youth  workers  are  senior  college;  open  as  an  acade- 

Several  parts  of  the  report  Sunday  School  class,  VBS,  GAs,  invited. to  present  this  opportuni-  my,  accepting  boarding  students; 
need  to  be  clarified:  RAs,  or  Acteens,  then  you  can  ty  to  their  young  people  through  remodel  as  an  institution  for  senior 

1.  Many  of  those  who  partid-  teach  English  in  China.  the  Sunday  School  or  appropri-  adults,  etc. 

pated  are  more  than  secretaries  CSI  is  seeking  ISO  teachers  in  ate  youth  organizations  and  col-  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  a  study 
(26%  supervised  paid  staff;  42%  honor  of  the  150th  anniversary  of  lect  the  names,  addresses,  cur-  of  Clarke  College  resulted  in 
dealt  with  finances  and  bill  pay-  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  and  rent  grade-level,  and  sex  of  stu-  recommending  senior  college 
ing;  72%  supervised  volunteers).  China  has  its  doors  open  to  all  of  dents  willing  to  answer  at  least  status  to  meet  a  need  in  that  part 
These  kinds  of  responsibilities  them!  What  a  lost  opportunity  if  one  letter.  of  the  state, 

should  be  compensated  more  we  as  Christians  don’t  take  the  Send  names  and  other  informs-  James  A.  Womack 

highly.  challenge  to  be  his  witnesses  in  tion  about  participants  to:  Destin.  Fla. 

2.  Over  40%  of  the  respon-  China!  The  chance  may  not  be  JohnT.  Carter,  mMrd  roordinatcr 

dents  were  from  churches  with  there  in  the  future.  Because  of  the  Fellowship  of  Baptist  Educators  Left  out  LPCs 

move  than  700  members.  This  is  great  joy  I  have  experienced  Samftnd University 

probably  far  out  of  proportion  to  there,  I  wish  the  same  blessing  on  Box  2305 

the  average  church  which  resulted  you.  I  would  gladly  answer  any  Birmingham,  AL  35229. 

in  a  higher  salary  average  for  questions  you  might  have  from  a  For  fiudier  information,  contact 

those  responding.  volunteer’s  viewpoint:  (517)835r  me  at  this  address  or  call  me  at 

3.  Less  than  half  of  the  respon-  1536.  The  official  office  is  Vol-  (205)  822-4106,  day  or  night, 

dents  received  benefits  of  medical  unteers  in  Missions,  FMB,  Bpb  John  T.  Carter 

insurance,  retirement  plan  partid-  McEachem,  (800)  999-3113  or  Birmingham,  Ala, 

pation,  and  life  insurance.  Provid-  their  recruitment  helper,  the 

ing  these  benefits  for  themselves  Brotherhood  Commission  (800)  Seeking  Options 
would  effectively  reduce  their  280-1891  (Debbie  Pippin), 
salaries.  Ann  Wilson  Editor: 

Such  brief  reports  of  research  4312  Congress  Street  As  a  former  Mississippi  Bap- 

do  not  fully  reflect  the  facts  and  Midland,  MI  48642  ...  „  dst, a.  graduate  of  Clarke  College, 

may  be  misleading  to  those  who  and  as  a  former  staff  member  of 

only  read  the  summary  report.  Another  opportunity  the  college,  I  can  no  longer  keep 

causing  morale  problems  for  sec-  silent  regarding  actions  taken 

retaries  who  feel  that  their  Editor:  regarding  one  of  God’s  greatest 

salaries  are  below  average.  I  would  like  to  let  your  readers  gifts  to  Mississippi  Baptists.  Many 

William  G.  Caldwell  know  about  an  opportunity  that  dedicated  men  and  women  served 

Professor  of  administration  has  developed  for  Baptist  youths  sacrificially  so  that  students  who 
SOulhwesfem  Seminary  in  grades  7-12  to  take  part  in  a  enrolled  in  the  college  majr 

.  missions  project  known  as  Christ-  receive  a  Christian  education  and 

Grand  opportunity  „  ian  Corresponded.  Young  people  be  able  to  serve  God  and  their  fel- 

can  participate  without  ever  leav-  lowmen  worldwide.  What  better 
Editor  .  ing  home,  and  can  make  an  impact  way  to  honor  those  who  are  still 

There’s  an  opportunity  of  a  for  Christ  on  die  lives  of  Chinese  living  or  memorialize  those  who 
lifetime  that  I  must  share.  It  is  young  people  living  in  a  society  have  gone  to  be  with  their  heaven- 

tbe  privilege  of  serving  this  sum-  that  is  officially  atheist  and  closed  ly  Father  than  to  rescind  any  rec¬ 
to  regular  missionaries.  ommendation  to  liquidate  the 

Teachers  of  English  in  China  property  and  find  an  appropriate 
have  asked  us  to  provide  them  use  for  it. 
with  names  of  young  people  in  According  to  the  Jan.  19,  1995, 

America  who  will  agree  to  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record,  the 
answer  at  least  one  letter  that  a  sale  of  the  property  failed  to  mate- 
Chinese  student  will  write  (in  rialize.  This  came  as  no  surprise  to 
English)  as  part  of  an  assignment  me,  for  I  firmly  believe  that  God 
in  his/her  English  class.  We  pre-  was  not  pleased  with  the  way  the 
fer  to  provide  names  of  Christian  whole  matter  was  handled,  and  I 
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A  recent  news  release  from  wre»xvw«  international  iwmj. 
Associated  Baptist  Press  reported  P*®’  for  the  P3*  foor 

Book’s  claims  labeled 
“outrageous,  false” 

ATLANTA  (BP)— A  book  Bill  Gordon  of  the  HMB  staff 
alleging  modem  versions  of  the  said  be  studied  “New  Age  Bible 
Bible  are  part  of  a  New  Age  con-  Versiona”  after  receiving  a 
spiracy  is  “both  outrageous  and  bcrofinfnhwsabanlitantMlan- 
false,”  said  the  Home  Mission  ing  a  discussion  of  the  booh  on 
Board’s  associate  director  of  SBCWst,  the  Southern  Better  ow- 
wortd  religions,  i  line  compear  service. 

Written  by  G.jt.  Riplinger,  Gordon  said  the  author  uses 
“New  Age  Bibfie  Versions”  ’faulty  logic  and  research  as 


Dictionary 


of  Baptists 
in  America 
is  a  valu¬ 
able  contri¬ 
bution  to 
IVPsout- 


linrof  ref- 

ercnce 

works. 


k'umuy  I  ;< 1 
the  work  llfilS 
covers  the 

wide  scope  of  Baptist 


(See  this  eye-witness  account  of  a  genuine 
visitation  of  God  upon  a  cohere  campus  in  ;  ^ 
1970,  and  which  greatly  impacted  Southern  L 

Baptists)  *  ?  v*v  .c 

For  more  information,  contact  Revival  New  MM 
•  A*’"  •*.  .  A  mints  try  of 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

1309  Church  St  COLUMBIA,  MS  39429 

(phone:  601  -736-6336  or  FAX  736-9456) 


"  iw  \/i  uapu.'H 

history  and  heritage,  including  several 
contemporary  issues,  movements  and 
controversies"  DAVID  S.  DOCKERY, 
Southern  Baptist  Theological. 
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Uniform  Bible  Book 

Accepting  the  challenge  Confronting  false  prophets 


Life  and  Work 

Wealth,  not  possessions 


By  Greg  Potts 
Matthew  28 


This  year  we  celebrate  the  sesqui centennial  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Our  convention  is  ISO  years 
old.  In  1845,  Baptists  gathered  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  to  form  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  reason  for  its  formation 
was  to  focus  on  evangelism  and  missions. 

The  lesson  this  week  is  one  of  the  great  texts  on  evange¬ 
lism  and  missions  in  the  Bible.  The  last  three  verses  of  this 
chapter  have  been  referred  to  as  the  “Great  Commission” 
because  in  them  Jesus  challenged  his  disciples  to  take  the 
gospel  to  every  pait  of  the  world.  That  challenge  has  been 
passed  down  through  generations  of  Christian  history  and 
now  becomes  our  responsibility  to  take  the  gospel  into  all 
the  world. 

The  resurrection  of  the  Lord  (w.  1-7).  The  Bible  says 
that  on  the  first  day  of  die  week  (Sunday),  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene  and  the  other  Mary  went  to  Jesus’  tomb,  planning  to 
anoint  his  body  for  burial.  Upon  arrival,  they  discovered 
the  stone  had  been  rolled  away,  and  an  angel  informed 
them  Jesus  had  risen!  They  were  instructed  to  go  and  tell 
the  disciples  that  Jesus  had  risen  and  to  meet  turn  in 
Galilee. 

Without  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  missions  and  evange¬ 
lism  would  not  be  possible.  The  message  we  proclaim  is 
that  because  Jesus  lives,  there  is  hope  beyond  the  grave. 
Because  Jesus  lives,  we  can  live  eternally  with  him  in 
heaven  if  we  believe  in  bis  name.  There  are  three  basic 
doctrines  upon  which  the  house  of  Christianity  rests:  the 
virgin  birth  of  our  Lord,  Jesus'  death  on  the  cross,  and  his 
bodily  resurrection.  If  any  of  these  did  not  happen,  salva¬ 
tion  would  not  be  possible.  The  resurrection  is  vital  to  the 
Christian  message. 

The  affirmation  of  the  Lord  (v.  10).  As  the  women 
left  the  tomb,  they  were  met  by  the  Lord.  The  women  wor¬ 
shiped  the  Lord,  and  Jesus  assured  them  they  should  not  be 
afraid. 

Can  you  imagine  bow  they  must  have  felt?  They  were 
excited  that  Jesus  had  risen  but  probably  wondered  if  this 
was  a  dream.  They  were  terrified.  In  the  midst  of  this, 

Jesus  spoke  words  of  comfort  to  them. 

I  am  certain  there  have  been  times  when  you  have  need¬ 
ed  a  word  of  encouragement  and  the  Lord  spoke  to  you 
through  Scripture,  a  note  from  a  Christian  friend,  a  book,  a 
song,  or  in  some  other  way.  Jesus  loves  us  and  meets  us 
during  our  times  of  need. 

The  commission  of  the  Lord  (vv.  K-20).  In  1  Cor¬ 
inthians  15:6,  the  apostle  Paul  spoke  of  an  appearance 
Jesus  made  to  about  500  people.  It  is  believed  that  this 
is  that  appearance.  Those  gathered  bowed  down  to 
worship  the  Lord.  At  this  time,  Jesus  presented  them 
with  their  challenge. 

The  work  be  had  started  was  by  no  means  complete. 
Jesus  then  commissioned  those  present  to  go  into  all  the 
world  and  make  disciples.  The  only  imperative  in  these 
verses  is  “make  disciples.”  A  disciple  is  a  learner. 

Traditionally,  the  emphasis  in  these  verses  has  been 
placed  on  going.  While  going  is  certainly  important,  Jesus 
actually  places  the  emphasis  on  “make  disciples.”  Thus,  we 
should  not  focus  solely  on  winning  people  to  Jesus  but  also 
on  discipling  them,  teaching  them,  and  helping  them  devel¬ 
op  as  Christians.  There  is  much  work  to  be  done  in  this 
area! 

Notice  Jesus  said,  ”...  teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I 
commanded  you."  That  means  the  whole  gospel!  We  live 
in  a  day  in  which  people  do  not  want  to  be  challenged  to 
make  a  commitment  or  to  give.  They  do  not  want  to  hear 
about  missions  or  about  the  failure  of  the  family. 

Does  that  mfean,  however,  that  we  are  to  omit  those  sub¬ 
jects  from  our  preaching  and  teaching?  Absolutely  not!  We 
must  teach  all  that  Jesus  commanded. 

Someone  once  asked  Gaines  S.  Dobbins,  “Isn’t  evange-  . 
lism  the  end  of  conversion?”  Dobbins  responded,  “Yes,  the 
front  end.”  *  -  Vw. 

Jesus  taught,  “As  you  go,  make  disciples.”  We  must 
focus  an  winning  people  to  Jesus  and  building  them  up  in 
the  faith. 

Potts  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Vandeave. 


By  Sylvia  Fleming 
Jeremiah  26-29 


As  Judah  remained  under  the  condemnation  of  the 
Lord  because  of  her  false  prophets,  one  can  observe  the  - 
results.  All  one  needs  is  to  view  the  prophecies  both 
Hananiah  and  Jeremiah  had  prophesied. 

Jeremiah  spoke  of  a  test  for  the  people  of  Judah. 
Though  they  would  not  be  able  to  test  all  of  Jeremiah’s 
prophecies  themselves,  at  a  future  time  people  would  be 
able  to  take  the  words  of  each  prophet  and  see  which  had 
eventually  come  to  pass  (28:9).  Moses  set  forth  a  test  by 
which  one  would  always  be  able  to  identify  a  true  prophet 
of  God:  “...  If  a  thing  follow  not,  nor  come  to  pass,  that 
is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  not  spoken,  but  the 
prophet  hath  spoken  it  presumptuously:  thou  shalt  not  be 
afraid  of  him”  (Deut.  18:22). 

God  told  Jeremiah  that  many  nations  had  been  given  to 
Nebuchadnezzar,  the  king  of  Babylon.  Those  who  would 
not  agree  to  be  yoked  with  that  Babylonian  kingdom 
would  be  punished,  but  those  who  would  willingly  serve 
the  king  would  be  allowed  to  live  peacefully.  God  told 
them  not  to  listen  to  the  false  prophets,  their  diviners, 
their  dreamers,  their  enchanters,  nor  their  sorcerers  — 
anyone  who  told  them  not  to  come  under  the  bondage  of 
Babylon. 

One  of  the  group  of  prophets  took  offense  when  Jere¬ 
miah  called  them  liars.  Hananiah  said  that  the  yoke  of 
bondage  would  be  broken  and  the  exiles  and  temple  trea¬ 
sures  would  be  restored  within  two  years.  Jeremiah  then 
prayed  that  the  words  of  Hananiah  might  be  true.  Because 
Jeremiah's  ear  had  direct  reception  from  the  voice  of  God, 
be  knew  that  Hananiah ’s  words  were  false,  but  how  be 
would  have  loved  for  his  people  to  have  been  returned  to 
their  homeland. 

Hananiah,  then,  took  the  yoke  from  Jeremiah  and  broke 
it.  Jeremiah  pointed  out  that  only  the  wooden  symbol  of 
bondage  had  been  broken;  however,  the  yoke  of  iron 
under  which  the  people  of  Judah  would  serve  could  never 
be  broken  by  man  —  only  God  could  do  that.  In  fact 
Hananiah  and  the  rest  of  the  rebelling  leaders  of  Judah 
had  helped  fashion  the  yoke  of  iron  as  a  result  of  disobe¬ 
dience  to  God.  Those  lying,  rebellious  leaders  had  caused 
the  people  of  Judah  to  trust  their  lies,  rather  than  the  truth 
of  the  living  God. 

“The  wages  of  sin  is  death...  ”  (Romans  6:23);  conse- 

Cntly,  as  God  gave  the  word  to  Jeremiah,  Hananiah  died 
same  year  for  having  delivered  unauthorized  mes¬ 
sages  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  1  John  5:16  says,  ”...  There 
is  Sin  unto  death.”  Hananiah  hadkinned  that  “sin  unto 
death” 

One  can  always  note  that  the  wise  of  the  world  shall 
always  be  in  conflict  with  God’s  will.  “For  my  thoughts 
are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways  my  ways...” 
(Isa.  55:8).  God’s  words,  ways,  and  will  are  never  the 
politically  correct  way.  God’s  American  children  have 
never  had  to  suffer  physical  persecution  as  have  the  mar¬ 
tyred  saints  of  the  past;  however,  if  one  stands  publicly 
for  God,  he  can  note  a  degree  of  ostracism.  To  speak  of 
God  outside  of  church  in  public  brings  discomfort  to  those 
around.  Sex,  abortion,  and  the  use  of  God’s  name  in  a 
curse  are  all  acceptable.  However,  to  publicly  speak  of 
God  is  to  thrust  one's  beliefs  upon  unwilling  ears.  To  seek 
God’s  will  and,K> obey  God’s  will  are  serious  matters  and 
can  even  become  matters  of  life  and  death.  If  one  is  not 
’  sure  of  God’s  will  and  sincerely  wants  to  know  it;  then,  he 
should  wait.  God  wants  to  reveal  his  ytill  to  his  people.  He 
never  seeks  to  hide  it  when  his  child  is  ready  to  receive 
his  Word,  his  way,  and  his  will. 

Fleming  is  an  English  teacher  and  member  of  Har¬ 
mony  Church,  Louisville. 


By  Michael  Johnson 
Mark  10 


There  is  no  argument  that  concern  about  finances  plays  a 
significant  role  in  the  American  lifestyle.  A  1993  report  in 
Christian  Century  shared  some  of  the  following  statistics 
based  on  a  research  project  conducted  by  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity: 

89%  of  those  surveyed  agreed  that  our  society  is  too 
materialistic; 

74%  said  materialism  is  a  serious  social  problem; 

71%  said  society  would  be  better  off  with  less  emphasis 
on  money; 

90%  said  children  want  too  many  material  things;  and 

75%  felt  advertising  corrupts  our  basic  values. 

What  might  these  responses  mean  to  the  Christian? 

Jesus  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  money  and  wanted  his 
followers  to  understand  that  true  wealth  consisted  of  more 
thanjust  “things.” 

The  question.  Jesus’  teachings  touched  mapy  hearts.  In  ~ 
Mark  10  we  read  the  story  of  the  rich  young  man  who  had 
already  accomplished  much.  Luke  identifies  him  as  “a  cer¬ 
tain  ruler”  (18:18),  which  may  imply  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Sanhedrin.  Regardless  of  his  wealth  and  position  be 
was  apparently  still  in  search  of  spiritual  satisfaction  and 
the  assurance  of  eternal  life. 

The  challenge.  In  the  exchange  between  the  man  and 
Jesus,  the  man  freely  admitted  his  adherence  to  the  external 
requirements  of  religion  (see  lesson  for  Feb.  12).  Obviously 
the  man  assumed  that  goodness  could  be  achieved.  Jesus, 
boweve  ^points  out  that  goodness  is  a  gift  provided 
through  God’s  grace.  Likewise,  eternal  life  cannot  be 
earned  or  purchased. 

The  disappointment.  While  the  man  may  not  have 
done  any  barm,  the  real  question  was:  “What  good  had  he 
done?”  His  wealth,  position,  and  power  were  not  to  be 
loved  for  their  own  sake  but  for  what  they  could  do  for  oth¬ 
ers.  Hence,  the  issue  for  the  man  was  whether  he  would 
serve  others  with  his  vast  resources.  But  this  requirement 
was  too  great  for  foe  man  to  follow.  While  he  had  been 
moved  by,  and  earnestly  sought  to  follow  Christ  foe  price 
was  just  too  high. 

ITm  barrier.  Jesus’  statement  about  the  rich  amazed  the 
disciples  because  once  again  Jesus  was  running  contrary  to 
everything  the  religious  leaders  taught  about  wealth.  It  was 
generally  believed  that  the  rich  were  especially  favored  by 
God  and  were  thus  rewarded  with  fortune.  Jesus  categori¬ 
cally  denied\fois.  No  ooe  can  be  saved  through  their  own 
merit  or  neeaV-  but  only  through  the  gift  of  God. 

The  sacrifice.  Good  old  Peter  could  be  counted  on  to 
express  the  obvious.  To  him,  Jesus  was  preaching  to  the 
choir.  The  disciples  had  left  everything  to  follow  Jesus. 
Surely  they  wbre  qualified  as  part  of  the  saved.  Jesus 
responded  to  Peter’s  plaintive  comment  and  pointed  out 
that  there  is  no  room  for  self-pity. 

The  reward.  There  will  be  a  reward  for  those  who  are 
obedient  and  follow  Christ  with  complete  devotion.  This 
reward,  however,  cannot  be  measured  by  a  bank  statement. 
Those  things  we  value  —  home,  family,  and  land  —  will  be 
increased  a  hundredfold.  When  you  arid  I  acknowledge  that 
God  is  our  Father,  this  brings  us  into  a  new,  closer  relation¬ 
ship  with  God  and  each  other. 

It  is  important  to  notice  that  Jesus  also  added  persecu¬ 
tion  to  the  list  of  things  we  might  expect.  Once  again,  Jesus 
honestly  tells  us  that  being  a  Christian  is  never  the  easy 
way  of  life.  But  we  are  also  told  that  we  will  earn  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  eternity. 

The  reversal.  We  again  see  the  mandate  that  the  first 
will  be  the  last  and  the  last  will  be  first.  Those  who  have 
put  the  needs  of  foe  kingdom  above  all  else  will  find  that 
they  will  have  gained  much.  In  the  heavenly  parade  the 
generals  will  ride  behind  the  foot  soldiers,  teachers  behind 
the  students,  preachers  behind  the  lowliest  parishioner,  foe 
wealthy  behind  the  poor,  and  the  famous  behind  the  com¬ 
mon  The  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  is  level. 

Johnson  is  associate  professor  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 


1532S3**  •  *  -  s  •  a  s 89a  r  a  a  s 


MOHAMED  IS  DEAD,  BUT  ALIVE!:  TIRANA,  Albania  (EBPS)  — 
“He  is  the  first  believer  the  Baptist  mission  in  Albania  has  lost  by  death, 
and  we  will  miss  him,”  CHyn  Jones,  BMS  missionary  and  member  of  the 
mission,  said  of  Mohamed.  Bom  in  a  family  with  Muslim  background, 
Mohamed  was  a  heavy  tobacco  smoker  and  chronic  asthmatic.  He  had  been 
in  poor  health  for  some  time,  but  the  end  came  suddenly.  “He  had  told  us 
he  was  tired  of  life  and  ready  to  meet  God,”  said  Jones.  One  Sunday  last 
summer  he  attended  a  service  at  the  Baptist  Centre.  He  told  the  Christians 
he  was  lonely.  “From  then  on  he  came  regularly,”  recalled  Jones.  “When 
we  had  our  first  communion  service  the  servers  passed  by  Mohamed 
because  he  was  neither  baptized,  nor  had  he  given  a  public  profession  of 
faith.”  Mohamed  asked  why.  “I  told  him  he  wasn’t  forgotten,  but  the  [ele¬ 
ments]  were  for  those  who  are  foDowers  of  Jesus,”  explained  Jones.  “Well, 
I’m  a  follower,”  responded  Mohamed.  In  follow-up  visits,  Mohamed  con¬ 
firmed  his  new-found  faith  and  later  gave  public  testimony.  Mohamed,  65, 
was  to  have  been  baptized  in  the  Adriatic  Sea  later  this  year.  When  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Tirana  team  visite'd  Mohamed’s  family  to  offer  condolences,  his 
relatives  and  friends  told  of  his  faith.  His  family  explained  Mohamed  had 
urged  them  to  trust  in  Jesus  and  read  the  Bible.  On  his  death  bed  Mohamed 
exhorted  them  to  “take  my  place  in  the  church.”  [Reprinted  with  permis¬ 
sion  from  European  Baptist  Press  Service  (EBPS)].  ^ 

LEWIS  DRUMMOND  RESTING  AFTER  CANCER  SURGERY: 
BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Lewis  A.  Drummond,  former  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary,  was  reported  resting  well  following  surgery  to 
remove. a  malignant  tumor  in  his  colon.  He  underwent  surgery  Feb.  14  at 
Duke  Medical  Center,  Durham,  N.C.  Drummond  had  cancer  treatment  and 
surgery  about  five  years  ago,  according  to  his  office  at  Samford  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Beeson  Divinity  School  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  where  he  has  been  BiUy 
Graham  Professor  of  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  since  1992.  Drum¬ 
mond  was  president  at  Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  from 
1988-92  and  previously  was  an  evangelism  professor  at  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

CHILDREN’S  WORKERS  CAN  LIMIT  DISEASES:  GLORJETA, 
N.M.  (BP)  —  Child  care  practices  followed  in  the  average  Southern  Baptist 
church  are  not  adequate  for  the  proper  control  of  AIDS  and  infectious  dis¬ 
eases,  said  a  child  care  expert  recently.  Speaking  to  a  group  of  children’s 
leaders  in  a  conference  sponsored  by  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  Wendy 
Pcver,  minister  to  preschoolers  and  children  at  The  Rock  Church  in  Rex, 
Ga.,  talked  about  infectious  diseases  in  the  church  setting.  She  listed  prac¬ 
tices  which  should  be  performed  without  fail  in  all  church  children’s  areas 
'  to  help  control  disease:  1)  Workers  should  wear  a  fresh  pair  of  gloves  each 
time  they  change  a  diaper  or  bandage,  clean  a  scrape,  or  dean  up  after  a 
child  has  vomited.  2)  Diapers  should  be  placed  in  a  plastic  bag,  closed 
properly,  then  throwrfaway.  The  diaper  changing  surface  should  be  cleaned 
with  a  bleach/water  solution  after  each  diaper  change.  3)  All  surfaces  in  the 
room  should  be  cleaned  on  a  regular  schedule.  4)  Workers  should  wash 
their  hands  before  they  enter  the  children’s  room,  before  and  after  physical 
contact,  after  trips  to  the  bathroom,  after  a  cough  or  sneeze,  before  handling 
any  food  or  drinks,  and  after  handling  diapers  or  contaminated  items. 
Babies’  hands  should  be  wiped  clean  often.  5)  Children’s  food  and  bottles 
should  be  clearly  marked  and  only  given  following  instructions  given  by 
parents.  .r 

BROTHERHOOD  ADDS  LIBRARY  TO  SBCNET:  NASHVILLE 
(BP)  —  The  Brotherhood  Commission  has  added  an  on-line  library  to 
SBCNet,  joining  the  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  boards,  Woman's  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  and  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  providing  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  3,625  computer  users  who  are  members  of  the  network.  The 
library  is  designed  to  provide  timely  dissemination  about  Brotherhood 
Commission  programs,  projects,  activities,  and  personnel,  according  to 
Tim  Yarbrough,  editor  of  Adults  In  Missions  materials  and  Brotherhood 
SBCNet  coordinator.  Disaster  relief  coordination  and  information,  as 
well  as  volunteer  recruitment,  will  be  provided  in  addition  to  program 
updates,  Yarbrough  said.  Other  recently  added  on-line  services  are  state 
Baptist  newspapers  for  Illinois,  New  Mexico,  and  Oklahoma,  and  South¬ 
ern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


1  Former  missionaries  in  U.S. 
^  reaching  out  to  foreigners 


By  Marty  Croll 


RICHMOND  (BP)  —  Imagine. 
Would  world  events  have  unfolded 
differently  if  the  top  Japanese 
diplomat  who  made  bedfellows 
with  Hitler  had  become  a  Christian 
as  a  youngster  while  studying  at 
the  University  of  Oregon? 

like  countless  other  foreigners 
who  have  helped  shape  history,  the 
diplomat,  Yosuke  Matsuoka,  spent 
several  years  toting  schoolbooks 
across  the  campus  of  an  American 
university. 

He  graduated  second  in  Ore¬ 
gon’s  law  school  class  of  1900 
before  becoming  a  Japanese  states¬ 
man  who  led  his  country  through  a 
bloody  expansion  into  China  and 
on  toward  World  War  II.  War 
crimes  charges  were  filed  against 
him  in  1946. 

Nigerian  Emmanuel  Anakwue, 
although  more  obscure  and  less 
privileged,  has  nonetheless  been 
more  fortunate  than  Matsuoka.  In 
April,  Anakwue  will  be  released 
from  federal  prison,  where  he’s 
serving  33  months  for  drug  run¬ 
ning. 

In  prison,  he  met  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  Don  Dennis  and  later 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  his  Savior. 
Anakwue  completed  MasterLife 
discipleship  classes  and  began 
teaching  them  in  prison.  Back  in 
Nigeria,  he  will  teach  a  disciple¬ 
ship  program  under  an  agreement 
worked  out  between  Southern  Bap- 1 
tist  foreign  missionaries  and  a 
Nigerian  pastor. 

Bill  Wakefield,  vice  president 
for  international  outreach  at  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  helped 
broker  that  arrangement.  He 
worked  through  Dennis,  an  ex-con 
turned  pastor,  who  runs  a  ministry 
offering  “aftercare”  to  converted 
prisoners.  Dennis,  who  was 
preaching  when  Anakwue  became 
a  Christian,  will  introduce  many 
foreign  prisoners  to  Wakefield. 

“The  men  well  place  in  foreign 
countries  —  they’re  going  to  have 
fields  of  missions  to  people 
wbo’ve  never  been  touched,”  said 
Dennis,  who  has  numerous  con¬ 
tacts  within  the  federal  penitentiary 
system. 

Internationals  come  from  every¬ 
where  to  do  a  variety  of  things  in 


MASTERLIFE  BEHIND  BARS  —  Nigerian  Emmanuel  Ike  Anakwue  reads 
Scripture  with  some  of  the  men  instrumental  in  discipling  him  after  he 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  in  a  federal  prison.  He  now  teaches  Mas¬ 
terLife  to  prisoners  while  completing  a  33-month  sentence  for  running 
drugs.  Anakwue  will  return  to  Nigeria  after  his  release  in  April  to  lead 
evangelism  and  discipleship  programs  in  the  Ibo  language.  Arnold 
“Dutch"  Scherer  (left)  and  Homer  Wright  (right)  are  volunteers  in  a  prison 
ministry  from  Pleasant  Grove  Church  in  Texarkana,  Texas.  (BP  photo  by 
Ken  Camp) 


the  United  States  and  play  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  roles  in  their  countries  when 
they  return. 

“They  are  strategic  because 
they  will  be  the  movers  and  shak¬ 
ers  in  (their)  countries,”  said 
Wakefield,  a  34-year  veteran  of 
foreign  missions  as  a  missionary 
and  administrator.  “God  has  given 
Christians  in  America  a  unique 
■WPPIBIMfty  to  be  personally 
inydtvea  m  missions  overseas.” 

A  staggering  number  of  for¬ 
eigners  enter  the  U.S.  Up  to  an 
estimated  5  million  people  every 
year  pour  over  U.S.  borders  for 
extended  stays  as  diplomats,  stu- 
dentsrbusinessmen.  workers,  mili¬ 
tary  officers,  and  medical  profes¬ 
sionals.  Including  tourists  and 
crew  people  of  ships  and  planes, 
up  to  20  million  foreigners  visit  the 
country  annually. 

Twenty  percent  of  foreign  stu¬ 
dents  grew  up  in  Muslim  nations, 
many  of  them  hostile  to  the  West 
Others  came  from  similarly  distant 
cultures  unreached  by  the  gospel. 
“But  while  they’re  here  in  the  U.S. 
these  people  are  accessible  to  us,” 
Wakefield  stressed. 

In  December  Wakefield  con¬ 
vened  a  group  of  former  foreign 


missionaries  and  other  experts  in 
ministry  to  foreigners.  They  spent 
three  days  planning  how  to  mobi¬ 
lize  retired,  returning,  and  fur¬ 
loughing  mission  personnel  to 
reach  foreigners  living  in  the  U.S. 
The  group  of  former  mission 
workers  grows  by  about  600  peo¬ 
ple  every  year. 

Historically,  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  has  had  no  ministry  to 
foreigners  on  U.S.  soil,  leaving  it 
to  the  domain  of  other  Southern 
Baptist  agencies.  But  as  a  growing 
number  of  aliens  touch  America 
and  then  go  on  to  influence  their 
home  countries,  board  President 
Jerry  Rankin  has  begun  to  look  for 
ways  to  link  them  with  missionary 
work  in  their  native  countries. 

Wakefield  has  named  several 
former  missionaries  as  internation¬ 
al  outreach  representatives  (TOR). 
The  IORs  will  mobilize  other  for¬ 
mer  mission  workers  to  launch 
such  programs  as  “friendship  fami¬ 
lies”  for  students  and  create  other 
arrangements  involving  foreigners. 

Croll  writes  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 
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EB  E  MGLO  RHXS  IHN  OGPRMXI  RMEVDY,  GVS  ID 

WOXEOLO  VHR,  MHJ  YMGXX  IO  WOXEOLO,  EB  E 

ROXX  IHN  HB  MOGLOVXI  RMEVDY? 

,  ZHMV  RMPOO:  RJOXLO 

This  week's  clue:  M  Equals  H. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Ecclesiastes  Twelve:  Ten. 


FRIENDSHIP  WITH  FOREIGN  STUDENTS  —  Foreigners,  such  as  these 
talking  to  Bob  Wood  (holding  his  new  baby),  are  becoming  more  common 
on  American  college  campuses.  Wood  and  his  wife  Neila  are  student  ser¬ 
vices  coordinators  in  the  English  language  program  at  Virginia  Common¬ 
wealth  University  in  Richmond.  They  help  foreign  students  relate  to  the 
United  States,  using  such  events  as  this  regular  coffee  fellowship  open  to 
people  in  the  community.  (BP  photo  by  Sandy  King) 
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